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The aggressive policy o f the pharaohs o f the early Eighteenth Dynasty pushed Egypt's political and natural boundaries apart, creating new distant theaters o f royal action. Symptomatic for the spirit o f the 
new age was the fact that both historical events that figure most prominently 
in the reign o f Hatshepsut and Thutmose III had taken place beyond the 
borders o f Egypt proper. A few years after Hatshepsut's coup d'etat, when 
she claimed for herself the Double Crown, the queen commissioned an ex­
pedition to Punt with the principal purpose o f procuring "incense" for the 
temple o f Amun.The divine mission, which returned bringing great amounts 
o f the aromatic tree gum, an indispensable prerequisite in temple rites, was 
celebrated as the restoration o f the contacts with "god's land" and narrated 
with an unusual wealth o f detail in the superb reliefs decorating the walls o f 
the second column hall in her mortuary temple at Deir el Bahari.1 As to 
Thutmose III, in his first initiative as sole ruler he organized a campaign to 
Palestine against a coalition o f rebelling vassals, which culminated in the Bat­
tle o f Megiddo and the subsequent siege and capture o f the city. The chron­
icle o f this military operation and its political and material outcome formed 
the core o f the so-called Annals, the monumental inscription carved in the 
walls o f two chambers in the temple o f Amun at Karnak. Thereafter the king 
returned to the Syria-Palestinian territory almost year by year as a leader o f 
a campaign establishing Egypt's imperialist claim on the region.2 In the 
course o f the military actions, which extended their realm, the Egyptians 
came in closer contact with foreign lands and their inhabitants. N o doubt 
relations with other political centers or peoples abroad existed before the 
Hyksos period. Egypt was involved in foreign trade activities, exchanged 
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diplomatic gifts at the royal level, exploited the rich Nubian resources, and 
organized expeditions to distant regions o f special economic interest. Yet in 
the reign o f Hatshepsut andThutmose III this interaction underwent a dra­
matic change. Wi th a hitherto unknown intensity people from abroad began 
to live and work among and impinge on Egyptians. Princes and princesses, 
ambassadors, merchants, soldiers and mercenaries, and prisoners o f war 
and slaves, to whom a wide range o f vocations were given, infiltrated differ­
ent levels o f Egyptian society, bringing with them a wide array o f their own 
products, ideas, and beliefs. Under the heavy weight o f everyday experience 
mythical metaphors o f domination over foreign peoples were gradually 
superseded by pragmatic assessments. These historical or quasi-historical 
testimonies, which are always elegantly combined with the habitual phrase­
ology, provide a firm bottom for studying the works and days o f foreigners 
in the pharaonic state, as well as Egyptian attitudes toward them. 
S O U R C E S 
The secondary character o f the epigraphic and iconographical evidence per­
tinent to the presence and activities o f foreigners in Egypt is a mixed bless­
ing. O n the one hand, such evidence normally conveys a selective or distorted 
version o f historical reality in that it follows the doctrines o f Egypt's ideol­
ogy o f power. O n the other hand, it is this biased view that bears valuable 
information about the conceptual framework of authors and artists in its at­
titude toward foreign peoples. It must be emphasized, though, that the two 
main corpora o f evidence dating to this period, the so-called Annals o f 
Thutmose III and the foreigners' processions in the Theban private tombs, 
do not simply replicate the traditional jargon o f formal texts and iconogra­
phy but contain a fairly faithful account o f historical circumstances based ei­
ther on vivid memories or on the copying of official documents. By contrast, 
the autobiographical texts, which unavoidably revolve around the same his­
torical events, are richer in formulaic phrases than solid information. Beyond 
the realm o f inscriptions and iconography—if we leave aside imported ar­
tifacts and raw materials3—the evidence is scanty, since foreigners visiting 
or living in Egypt left virtually no traces in the archaeological record. Even 
these scarce data, however, may be conclusive in complementing or confirm­
ing the knowledge supplied by texts and images. 
T h e Annals o f Thutmose III 
The so-called Annals o f Thutmose III,4 the longest monumental inscription 
known from Egypt, represents a valuable source o f information not only for 
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the campaigns o f the king in the Syria-Palestinian territory but also for their 
direct or indirect material outcome within Egypt. Extensive parts o f the in­
scription are dedicated to the constant flow o f peoples, animals, agricultural 
products, raw materials, and artifacts that reached Egypt as gifts, dues, booty, 
or even trade goods from foreign countries. W h a t truly singles these passages 
out as a rare testimonial is the fact that the compiler o f the inscription ap­
parently had access to and thoroughly consulted official documents, where 
those deliveries were recorded in every detail.5 T h e text itself explicitly men­
tions the daybook o f the palace and another, not precisely defined, docu­
ment o f the treasury.6 Th is accurate and, more important still, reliable, in­
formation about the nature and quantity o f the foreign contributions 
remains unparalleled in the genre o f royal inscriptions.7 
T h e lists o f "contributions" from independent and/or subjugated coun­
tries appear in almost every year recorded in the Annals. T h e items brought 
by the "princes" (Ww) o f independent countries are always described as jnw.s 
T h e literal meaning o f the term, being a perfective passive participle o f the 
verbjnj (— to bring, fetch), is "that which is brought." Concomitant with this 
broad semantic range, the word was used in its long history in several con­
texts, attaining various submeanings. In many instances, jnw seems to have 
had a special connotation as "gift," as Sir Alan Gardiner suggested more than 
fifty years ago.9 In the most notable o f the recent studies that strengthened 
Gardiner's assumption B.J.J. Haring explored the meaning o f the term within 
the constraints o f a coherent and reliable set o f data, that o f the adminis­
trative texts o f New Kingdom temples.10 In this context jnw describes addi­
t ional/ occasional contributions by the king, representing a supplement to 
the regular income o f the temples. In their voluntary character these offer­
ings were conceived, according to Haring, as a token o f the king's concern 
for the material well-being o f the temples. Accordingly, jnw must have meant 
here nothing else than a donation or gift. In the case o f the Annals, the word 
appears to occupy the same submeaning o f benevolent giving. It is impor­
tant to stress in this respect that the Egyptian language had no other term 
for "gift" or "diplomatic gift,"11 so jnw appears to be the only word that can 
match the Akkadian Sulmdnu (greeting gift), which was used in the royal cor­
respondence o f the Amarna archive to describe the gifts exchanged between 
foreign rulers.12The diplomatic gifts recorded in the Annals include raw ma­
terials mostly o f a precious character, such as silver, lapis lazuli, and semi­
precious stones, as well as copper, lead, wood, horses, exotic animals, and 
metal vessels. Due to many lacunae in the inscription the supplying coun­
tries or cities cannot always be identified with certainty. T h e gift givers, who 
in every case appear only sporadically, include the kings o f Hatti, Babylonia, 
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Assyria, "As i j a " ( C y p r u s or Assuwa) , A la l akh and Tana ja ( t o be identi f ied 
w i th the region or one pol i t ical center o f ma in l and Greece). 
O n e o f the chief e c o n o m i c effects o f the regular campaigns o f the k i n g 
in Syria-Palestine was the col lect ion o f substantial amounts o f b o o t y (h^) 
f r o m the t roops or cities o f insubordinate vassals. G i ven the frequency o f l o ­
cal upheavals they be long to the recurring elements o f the inscr ipt ion . 1 3 T h e 
b o o t y inc luded n o t on l y what was taken f r o m the defeated armies after the 
battle (pr isoners o f war, chariots, horses, and a r m a m e n t ) bu t a w ide variety 
o f valuables, women , and children, as well as l ivestock p lundered f r o m the 
insurgent cities as a punit ive measure. 
T h e trade expedit ions t o Pun t , wh ich are recorded in years 33 and 38, rep ­
resent a di f ferent f o r m o f the explo i tat ion o f foreign t e r r i t o r i e s . I 4 The i r pr i ­
m a r y scope w a s — a s in the case o f Hatshepsut 's m u c h celebrated first expe­
d i t i o n — t h e dispatch o f incense, even t h o u g h the Egypt ian ships returned 
w i th a w ide array o f local products , wh ich were called by the author o f the 
A n n a l s bj^t (marvels) . I n emphas i z ing the exotic nature o f the Punt i te g o o d s 
this appeal ing term concealed the actual character o f the transaction, wh ich 
was n o t h i n g less than a commerc ia l exchange. T h u s , b o t h passages in the A n ­
nals be long to the exceedingly few explicit test imonies o f trade in E g y p t i a n 
f o r m a l sources. A s a rule such pro fane activity, devo id o f any ceremonial 
value, was n o t considered an appropriate subject for royal texts and images. 
T h e largest part o f the lists in the Karnak inscr ipt ion recording " c o n ­
t r ibut ions" is reserved for the regular deliveries f r o m the conquered terr i to ­
ries in Syria-Palestine and N u b i a . T h e Syria-Palestinian region is subd iv ided 
in to three geographical areas n a m e d D^hj ( D j a h y ) , Rmnn ( R e m e n e n ) and 
Rtnw ( R e t e n u ) . 1 5 A l l three have a vague mean ing and cannot be regarded as 
territories w i th strictly def ined boundaries . T h e i r textual contexts or associ ­
at ions w i th specific place names suggest a considerable overlap. T h e i r del iv ­
eries are labeled w i th di f ferent terms, which, however, as I wi l l demonstrate, 
d o n o t necessarily indicate a dif ferent pol i t ical o r e c o n o m i c relat ionship w i th 
Egyp t . 
I n the context o f the Anna ls , D j a h y can be roughly identi f ied w i th Pales­
tine. T h e deliveries o f this region to E g y p t appear for the first t ime in year 
35 and thereafter nearly o n an annual basis .1 6 T h e short passages include on l y 
i tems o f natural produce, such as cereals, mor inga oil , incense, wine, and 
honey, w i th n o indicat ion o f their amounts . T h e y are called Smw, a t e rm that 
in the Egyp t i an fiscal vocabulary covered b o t h the semantic fields o f "har ­
vest" and "harvest tax . " 1 7 T h e produce o f large estates situated in the m o s t 
fertile lands o f this region was, however, excluded f r o m this internal redis­
t r ibut ion o f local resources and sh ipped directly t o Egyp t . T h e inscr ipt ion 
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mentions in year 22 the royal domains ('hw.t) o f Megiddo, which contributed 
a harvest o f many thousands o f tons o f cereals.18 
T h e name Remenen denoted Lebanon, though its geographical limits 
cannot be defined with certainty. T h e products o f Remenen were called b^k 
(literally "work" or "produce"),19 a term that was also used for the Nubian 
deliveries.20 Their nature and quantity were not specified. In Egypt's fiscal 
vocabulary fcji had the meaning o f a compulsory contribution,21 a kind o f 
tax. In this sense it stood for the same type o f administrative relationship as 
/tnw.22The reason for the use o f two termini technici for the produce of Pales­
tine and Lebanon was apparently the involvement o f two different modes o f 
production: on the one side the produce of cultivated land (Smw) and on the 
other animal products, raw materials or artifacts that resulted from the em­
ployment o f human and animal labor ( J j i ) .2 3 
T h e third Syria-Palestinian geographical name occurring in the Annals, 
Retenu, included without doubt a large part o f the Syrian territory. H o w ­
ever, the definition o f the southern limits o f this region, and accordingly its 
relation to Djahy and Remenen, remains problematic. T h e fact that in the 
lists o f captive cities mentioned in the inscriptions that were carved on the 
sixth and seventh pylons o f the KarnakTemple Upper Retenu includes Pales­
tinian localities, such as Hazor, Aqqo, Megiddo, Tanaach, and Joppa, indi­
cates that Djahy was not a different territory but overlapped or was identi­
cal with the south provinces o f Retenu.24 The contributions o f Retenu are 
called jnw, the term that denoted the items sent by independent countries. 
Contrary to the contributions o f Djahy and Remenen, their nature and quan­
tity are recorded in detail. T h e figures always refer to the annual yield o f jnw 
from this region. Th is sum undoubtedly consisted o f numerous separate 
shipments from the "princes" o f several cities, given the fact that the multi-
centered Syria-Palestinian society did not form a political entity. W h o gave 
what is not stated.25 Since there is no reason to assume a different meaning 
o f jnw within the same textual context, the deliveries o f Retenu in the An ­
nals must be interpreted as gifts sent by Syria-Palestinian vassals to the 
Egyptian king. They consist for the most part o f valuables such as weapons, 
jewelry, furniture, horses, and lapis lazuli. T h e inscription emphasizes the 
personal character o f this activity, for it expressly mentions that the items 
were brought by local "princes" (wrw), a notion that is absent in the relevant 
passages dealing with Djahy, Remenen, and Rush or Wawat. Both the pre­
cious character o f the items and the personal level o f the transaction clearly 
point to ceremonial gift giving. T h e fact that dignitaries from subjugated 
cities retained a gift-based political relationship with their overlord is not 
contradictory to their status, since the giving o f compulsory gifts to pharaoh 
is well attested in the correspondence o f the Amarna archive about a century 
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later.26 For the proper evaluation o f the political status o f Retenu it is fi­
nally crucial to acknowledge the fact that this region regularly delivered not 
only gifts but also taxes (Smw), consisting o f cereals, incense, moringa oil, 
wine, and fruits. In a marginal note o f year 31 a reference is given to a docu­
ment kept in the treasury that contained a full account o f those shipments.27 
The recording o f the Nubian contributions only began in year 31 o f the 
Annals but appeared regularly in the accounts o f subsequent years.28 T h e in­
scription follows a standard formula, registering separately the revenues 
(b^kw) o f the provinces o f Kush and Wawat. They mainly consist o f gold, 
slaves, and cattle, whose amounts are recorded in detail.29 These lists are con­
sistently supplemented by a less concrete mention o f ships loaded with un­
defined quantities o f ivory, ebony, animal skins, and other natural products, 
as well as the harvest o f both regions. 
Summing up, the following observations regarding the flow o f foreign 
goods to Egypt and the status o f their land o f origin can be made. The in­
dependent countries or cities sent gifts, mainly consisting o f the precious 
items or exotic raw materials described as jnw. Retenu, a name given to a re­
gion that apparendy extended from Syria to Palestine and for the most part 
was subjected to Egypt's political and administrative control, sent compul­
sory gifts (jnw) to Egypt and also delivered a proportional amount o f its har­
vest as tax ($mw). Lebanon/Remenen and Palestine/Djahy appear exclusively 
as suppliers o f obligatory contributions. Remenen delivered a share o f its 
"produce" (b^k) and Djahy a share o f its harvest (Smw) as tax. Finally the two 
Nubian provinces sent "products" (b^kw) to Egypt on an annual basis. 
A n overall interpretation of these "statistical" passages o f the Karnak in­
scription is hampered by the vague meaning o f geographical names and fis­
cal terms. A possible hint for discerning two different patterns in this enor­
mous mobilization o f goods may be gained by the divergent degree o f 
accuracy in the recording of the deliveries. In three cases the goods are ac­
counted for in a very detailed manner as to their nature and quantity. This 
applies for the gifts (jnw) from independent countries, the gifts (jnw) from 
the subjugated cities o f Retenu, and the taxes (bjkw) from Nubia. T h e har­
vest tax (Smw) o f Djahy and Retenu, as well as the taxes (b^k) o f Remenen, 
are mentioned only briefly, omitting information about exact quantities or 
even what kinds o f goods were delivered. A plausible explanation for this dif­
ferent treatment is to assume that only the items belonging to the first cate­
gory were sent direcdy to Egypt and recorded in every detail in the books o f 
the royal or temple administration. T h e products o f the second category were 
obviously circulated within the conquered territories, and consequently they 
were less accurately monitored by the central authorities in the Egyptian cap­
ital. Indeed, there can be no doubt that the largest part o f the taxes o f con-
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quered territories raised by E g y p t i a n a n d / o r loca l inst i tut ions was a c c u m u ­
lated and c o n s u m e d at the local level for the maintenance o f the Egyp t i an 
administrat ive and mi l i ta ry mach inery . 3 0 I t w o u l d have been uneconomica l 
t o dispatch the entire a m o u n t o f these annual levies t o E g y p t proper, given 
the h igh transport costs c o m b i n e d wi th their cheap and bu lky character. 
O n l y a s m a l l — a n d apparent ly the m o s t v a l u a b l e — p a r t o f the accumulated 
wealth ( w i t h a strong preference f o r precious raw materials, artifacts, and cat­
t le ) was sent to E g y p t either as part o f the annual tax or as c o m p u l s o r y gifts. 
I t seems, therefore, that the jnw from Retenu and fcjiw f r o m N u b i a be longed 
t o the same pattern o f e c o n o m i c explo i tat ion, that is, the dispatch o f s ome 
selective products o f h igh value t o E g y p t . 3 1 T h e i r receipt was norma l l y given 
ceremonia l treatment, as it t o o k place dur ing a f o r m a l cour t procedure. O n 
such occas ions b o t h dependent and independent countries presented their 
" c o n t r i b u t i o n s " t o the Egyp t i an k ing , thus m a k i n g the exp lo i ta t ion o f f o r ­
eign territories visible t o the inner Egypt ian audience. Y e t the use o f t w o 
terms, jnw and h^kw, m a y imp l y that a dif ference existed at the pol i t ica l level. 
I t is l ikely that the Syria-Palest in ian princes en joyed a di f ferent, personal ly 
established re lat ionship w i t h the E g y p t i a n k ing, one that was quite u n k n o w n 
t o the m e m b e r s o f N u b i a n elite. G i v e n the m o r e complex city-state po l i t i ­
cal system in Syria-Palest ine and the modal i t ies o f Near Eastern d ip l omat i c 
tradi t ion, special po l i t ica l treatment o f the As ia t ic vassals was a lmost i n ­
evitable. O n the other hand , N u b i a was apparently under t ighter pol i t ical and 
administrat ive contro l , so personal b o n d s between the pharaoh and local d ig ­
nitaries m a y n o t have been considered essential f o r the real izat ion o f Egypt 's 
exploitat ive strategies. I t wou^d, however, be w r o n g to associate jnw o r t j i w 
w i th a clear-cut pattern o f pol i t ical o r e c o n o m i c behavior. B o t h words, when 
referring t o the inf lux o f foreign goods , were n o t conscious ly used as strictly 
def ined termini technici b u t were interchangeable.3 2 A tel l ing example is the in ­
scr ipt ion o n a granite statue o f the butler and foreman o f works , M i n m o s e , 
f r o m M e d a m u d . 
I crossed U p p e r R e t e n u beh ind m y lord and I taxed U p p e r Retenu in 
silver, go ld , lapis lazul i and (al l k inds o f ) precious stones, chariots 
and horses w i t h o u t number , cattle and smal l l ivestock in their m u l t i ­
tudes. I caused the chieftains o f Retenu to be aware o f their "yearly 
dues" (b^k.sn hrt rnpt).33 
T h e fact that the same items are described as jnw in the Anna l s shows 
that b o t h terms were used in a very flexible way, w i thou t indicat ing a specific 
pol i t ical o r e c o n o m i c status. A t any rate, the Syria-Palest inian and N u b i a n 
contr ibut ions recorded in the A n n a l s in every detail m u s t be regarded as a 
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segment o f the local p roduce raised b y and for the sake o f Egypt ian a d m i n ­
istrative inst i tut ions, thus representing on ly the t ip o f the iceberg. 
T h i s understanding o f the inscr ipt ion, however, has t o cope w i th the 
quest ion o f why on ly Re tenu a m o n g the Syria-Palestinian regions sent gifts 
t o Egyp t . O n e way t o tackle the p rob l em is t o again apply this inconsistency 
to the flexible or even interchangeable use o f geographical names in the in ­
scr ipt ion, interpreting the absence o f D j a h y and R e m e n e n as gi f t givers in 
literary rather than historical terms. A s s u m i n g that Retenu was a general ge­
ographical designation for Syria, coastal Lebanon , and Palestine, and thus 
inc luded part ly or fu l ly the territories o f R e m e n e n and D jahy , the on ly ex­
p lanat ion for the parallel use o f overlapping terms is that the author drew 
his data in each case f r o m dif ferent sources. T h e i n f o r m a t i o n that D j a h y and 
R e m e n e n regularly ful f i l led their fiscal obl igat ions had been cop ied f r o m the 
" d a y b o o k o f the palace," as this is explicit ly m e n t i o n e d in the inscr ip t ion . 3 4 
T h i s d o c u m e n t inc luded a day - to -day account o f the king's campaign in 
Syria-Palestine, obvious ly recording n o t on ly mi l i tary events bu t crucial in ­
f o r m a t i o n about the state and effectiveness o f the local ly based Egyp t i an 
administrative apparatus. Ye t the;'ww sh ipped to E g y p t f r o m Retenu were reg­
istered in a different of f ic ia l document , which m o s t l ikely be longed to the 
treasury or another royal inst i tut ion. I n all probabi l i ty this d o c u m e n t s u m ­
mar i zed the long lists o f gifts under the same rubr ic that introduces the rel­
evant lists in the Annals , reading rht jnw n wrw nw Rtnw ( a m o u n t o f the jnw 
f r o m the Greats o f Re tenu ) . 3 5 H e n c e it is feasible that the gi f ts f r o m Re tenu 
inc luded also shipments f r o m cities in Palestine and Lebanon , wh ich in other 
Egyp t i an documents were recorded more precisely as located in D j a h y and 
Remenen . H a d the word Rtnw in the Anna l s deno ted on l y Syrian territory, 
then we m i g h t assume that the Smw f r o m Retenu came f r o m subjugated cities, 
whereas the j n w originated f r o m those localities that recognized the pharaoh s 
supremacy but had n o t yet been fu l ly integrated in to Egypt 's administrat ive 
system. 
Foreigners in the T h e b a n T o m b s 
T h e pictor ia l counterpart o f the A n n a l s represents the foreigners' proces ­
s ions and related scenes decorat ing at least fifteen T h e b a n private t o m b s o f 
this per iod . T h e y visualize f r o m an authentic, private p o i n t o f view the same 
patterns o f foreign relationships that repeatedly occur in the m o n u m e n t a l 
inscr ipt ion. T h e c o n f o r m i t y between textual and pictorial evidence is cer­
tainly due t o the fact that b o t h sources referred to the same historical events. 
I t is likely, though , that the artists o f those scenes pa inted in the last years 
o f the pharaoh's reign, after the c o m p l e t i o n o f the inscr ipt ion, consul ted this 
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t e x t w h e n t h e y h a d t o a t t r i b u t e s p e c i f i c i t e m s t o f o r e i g n e m b a s s i e s o r t o s u p ­
p l y t h e i r p i c t u r e s w i t h s u p e r s c r i p t i o n s c i t i n g e t h n i c a l n a m e s a n d / o r p l a c e s 
o f o r i g i n . 
T h e f o r e i g n e r s ' p r o c e s s i o n s a p p e a r a l m o s t e x c l u s i v e l y i n t h e t o m b s o f 
h i g h o f f i c i a l s w h o h e l d p r o m i n e n t p o s i t i o n s i n t h e e x e c u t i v e b r a n c h o f t h e 
E g y p t i a n g o v e r n m e n t . 3 6 T h e y u s u a l l y o c c u p y a p a r t o f t h e b a c k w a l l o f t h e 
t r a n s v e r s e h a l l , t h e p r i v a t e " h a l l o f m e m o r i e s " o f t h e d e c e a s e d , d e c o r a t e d 
w i t h s c e n e s r e f e r r i n g t o h i g h l i g h t s o f h i s career . T h e t w o m a i n c o m p o s i t i o n a l 
e l e m e n t s o f t h i s t h e m e are ( i ) o n e t o f i ve f i l e s o f p r o c e s s i o n a l f o r e i g n e r s 
b r i n g i n g v a l u a b l e o b j e c t s o r l o c a l p r o d u c e ; 3 7 a n d ( 2 ) t h e d e c e a s e d , w h o r e ­
c e i v e s t h e m s i t t i n g o r s t a n d i n g a c c o m p a n i e d b y s e r v a n t s o r r e l a t i ve s . F u r t h e r 
c o m m o n b u t n o t o b l i g a t o r y i c o n o g r a p h i c d e t a i l s c o m p r i s e ( 1 ) a d i s p l a y o f 
v a l u a b l e o b j e c t s , ( 2 ) t h e p r o s t r a t i o n b y t h e m e n h e a d i n g t h e p r o c e s s i o n , (3) 
s c r i b e s m a k i n g l i s t s o f t h e i t e m s b r o u g h t , a n d ( 4 ) t h e e n t h r o n e d p h a r a o h a t 
t h e f a r e n d o f t h e s c e n e . I n s c r i p t i o n s r u n n i n g a b o v e o r a t o n e e n d o f t h e r e g ­
isters) a n d e x p l a n a t o r y l a b e l s t h a t a re s o m e t i m e s a t t a c h e d t o figures a n d 
p r o d u c t s s u p p l e m e n t t h e m e a n i n g o f t h e i m a g e s , m a k i n g t h e i r m e s s a g e m o r e 
c o n c r e t e f o r t h e E g y p t i a n a u d i e n c e . W h e n c o m b i n i n g t h i s p i c t o r i a l a n d t e x ­
t u a l e v i d e n c e i t b e c o m e s a p p a r e n t t h a t t h e t r a d i t i o n a l t e r m tribute scenes is i n ­
a d e q u a t e b e c a u s e i t m i s i n t e r p r e t s t h e i r rea l c o n t e n t a n d u n d e r p l a y s t h e v a r i ­
e t y o f t h e i r s u b j e c t m a t t e r . F i r s t , t h e y c e r t a i n l y d i d n o t r e f e r t o t h e d e l i v e r y 
o f t r i b u t e , f o r a t r i b u t e s e n s u s t r i c t o , as a k i n d o f p u n i t i v e m e a s u r e , n e v e r o c ­
c u r r e d i n E g y p t ' s f o r e i g n r e l a t i o n s . T h e c o n q u e r e d r e g i o n s w e r e i n t e g r a t e d 
i n t h e E g y p t i a n a d m i n i s t r a t i v e s y s t e m a n d p a i d t a x e s j u s t l i k e t h e E g y p t i a n 
p o p u l a t i o n . S e c o n d , t h e s c e n e s , d e s p i t e t h e i r s i m i l a r c o m p o s i t i o n a l a r r a n g e ­
m e n t , n a r r a t e d d i f f e r e n t c e r e m o n i a l o r a d m i n i s t r a t i v e e v e n t s t h a t w e r e i n e a c h 
c a s e c l o s e l y l i n k e d w i t h t h e c a r e e r o f t h e t o m b o w n e r . 3 8 S i n c e t h i s i m p o r ­
t a n t i c o n o g r a p h i c t h e m e h a s n o t b e e n d e a l t w i t h i n t o t o y e t , i t d e s e r v e s c l o s e 
s c r u t i n y h e r e . T h e t o m b s c o n s i d e r e d i n t h e f o l l o w i n g p a g e s b e l o n g t o o f f i ­
c i a l s w h o s e r v e d e x c l u s i v e l y o r f o r m o s t o f t h e i r p o l i t i c a l c a r e e r s u n d e r H a t -
s h e p s u t o r T h u t m o s e I I I . A p r e c i s e d a t i n g o f e v e r y t o m b is i m p o s s i b l e , f o r 
s o m e o f t h e o w n e r s h e l d t h e i r o f f i c e s u n d e r t w o p h a r a o h s . I n t h e s e c a s e s i t 
is n o t a l w a y s c l ea r t o w h o s e r e i g n o n e m a y a t t r i b u t e t h e p a i n t i n g o f t h e s c e n e 
o r t h e c o m p l e t i o n o f t h e t o m b d e c o r a t i o n . T h e r e f o r e , t h e m o n u m e n t s c a n 
b e d i v i d e d o n l y r o u g h l y i n t o f o u r c h r o n o l o g i c a l g r o u p s , w h i c h m a y p a r t l y 
o v e r l a p : ( 1 ) H a t s h e p s u t , ( 2 ) H a t s h e p s u t / T h u t m o s e I I I , (3) T h u t m o s e I I I , 
a n d ( 4 ) T h u t m o s e I I I / A m e n h o t e p I I . 
T h e o n l y t o m b t h a t c a n b e s e c u r e l y l i n k e d t o t h e r e i g n o f H a t s h e p s u t 
b e f o r e T h u t m o s e ' s a c c e s s i o n t o t h e t h r o n e b e l o n g s t o S e n e n m u t ( T T 71), 
o n e o f t h e m o s t e x t r a o r d i n a r y p e r s o n a l i t i e s o f t h e E g y p t i a n b u r e a u c r a t i c 
e l i t e . 3 9 H i s " m e t e o r i c c a r e e r " a n d h i s t e n u r e i n a t l e a s t t w e n t y o f f i c e s are u n -
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paralleled in the N e w K i n g d o m . W h a t remains to date f r o m the scene o f an 
Aegean embassy comprises on ly three o f the or ig inal six figures.40 A nearly 
comple te version o f this picture has fortunately been d o c u m e n t e d in a wa -
tercolor paint ing, n o w at the Brit ish M u s e u m , wh ich dates to 1837.41 T h e 
Aegean porters depicted there carry metal vases o f typical Aegean manu fac ­
ture and an unsheathed sword. 
Four t o m b s be long to the t ime o f Ha t shepsu t a n d / o r T h u t m o s e I I I . 
Each o f the relevant scenes involv ing foreigners displays a di f ferent i c o n o -
graphic arrangement and refers t o a di f ferent type o f transaction. A scene o f 
four registers depict ing the presentat ion o f foreign and domest i c " con t r ibu ­
t i o n s " decorates the left part o f the back wall o f the transverse hall in the 
t o m b o f the great herald o f the k ing , In te f ( T T 155).42 T h e upper, badly 
damaged register preserves the remains o f an Aegean delegation, obv ious ly 
br inging d ip lomat i c gifts, the second depicts Syria-Palest inian porters car­
ry ing precious items (meta l vases, weapons, a chariot, etc.), and the two l o w ­
est depict the offerings o f the oases. 
Inen i ( T T 81) c o m m i s s i o n e d a f ive-register scene dep ic t ing foreigners 
a n d Egyp t i ans . Its subject matter was l i nked w i t h his responsibi l i t ies as 
overseer o f the granary o f A m u n . 4 3 Four o f the five registers are preserved 
to such an extent as t o a l low an ident i f i ca t ion o f the or ig in o f the dep ic ted 
peoples . T h e y inc lude N u b i a n w o m e n dressed in the t rad i t iona l m o d e and 
leading chi ldren by the h a n d or carry ing t h e m in panniers o n their backs 
(fig. n.i); Egypt ians br inging N u b i a n ( ? ) products ; Syria-Palest inian w o m e n 
w i t h chi ldren, as well as two m e n carrying a meta l vase and a bear; and 
peop le f r o m the oases, whose very dark sk in and leather k i l ts are clearly 
n o n - E g y p t i a n features. T h e accompany ing inscr ip t i on attracts o u r interest 
because o f its phraseology . I t expressly states that the N u b i a n w o m e n 
a n d chi ldren represented an assor tment o f pr isoners o f war given t o the 
temple estates. For the rest o f the foreigners the inscr ip t ion says that 
their p r o d u c t s were assigned by the k ing to the t emp le as an "annua l t a x " 
(htr r taw).44 Interestingly, these i tems were labe led asjnw, a fur ther instance 
o f the arbitrary use o f the w o r d in the sources o f the E igh teenth D y n a s t y , 
for in this context it clearly appl ies t o ob l iga tory con t r ibu t i ons rather than 
gifts. 
A scene f r o m the t o m b o f the royal scribe Senemiah ( T T 127), an o f f i ­
cial f r o m the lower echelons o f Egyp t i an bureaucracy, can be indirectly re­
lated to the processions just ment ioned . I t represents the recept ion o f N u ­
b ian produce , carried, however, n o t by natives but by Egypt ian por ters . 4 5 A s 
in the case o f the scene f r o m Ineni's t omb , these deliveries are to be l inked 
w i th fiscal contr ibut ions rather than d ip l omat i c g i f t giving, even though the 
accompany ing inscr ipt ion describes them as jnw.46 
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I n the single preserved scene f r o m the t o m b o f an of f ic ia l whose name 
and titles have been erased ( 1 1 119), Syria-Palestinian porters proceed t o an 
unfor tunate ly u n k n o w n dest inat ion, carrying, a m o n g other items, minerals, 
meta l vases, an antelope, and a c o w (fig. n .2) .4 7 I n the absence o f any super ­
scr ipt ion it is d i f f icu l t t o define the scene's content w i th certainty. T h e m o s t 
probable interpretat ion is that o f a Syria-Palest inian delegat ion w i th gifts for 
the pharaoh , since the nature o f the i tems dep ic ted matches those men t i oned 
a m o n g the jnw lists f r o m Retenu in the Anna ls . 
N i n e m o r e off icials w h o were active ma in ly o r exclusively dur ing the reign 
o f T h u t m o s e I I I inc luded in the decorat ion o f their t o m b s o n e or m o r e files 
o f process ional foreigners. Aga in the t w o m o s t str iking facts are the variety 
o f the dep ic ted events a n d their close association w i th the duties o f or s o m e 
special event in the l i fe o f the deceased. T h e y inc lude the presentation o f 
d i p l o m a t i c gi f ts , the delivery o f annual dues, and a royally c o m m i s s i o n e d 
trade exped i t ion to L e b a n o n . 
A m o n g the various responsibi l i t ies o f the vizier o f T h u t m o s e I I I , U s e r -
a m u n , o n e m a y coun t the inspect ions o f the taxes delivered to the V i z i e r s 
Bureau as well as the recept ion o f foreign delegations w i t h gifts f o r the 
pharaoh . E i ther o f the occasions in which U s e r a m u n obv ious ly part ic ipated 
several t imes dur ing h is career was depicted o n the walls o f the transverse 
hal l in one o f his t w o t o m b s ( T T 131). T h e content o f the first scene, wh ich 
depicts the inspect ion o f the p roduce and prisoners o f war from Wawat , can 
be on ly reconstructed b y the accompany ing inscript ions, since the registers 
w i t h processional foreigners(?) are a lmost complete ly l os t . 4 8 T h e second 
scene c o m m e m o r a t e s a ceremonia l event rather than an administrat ive p r o ­
cedure. T h e deceased receives o n beha l f o f his k ing the gi f ts o f " n o r t h e r n 
countries, the conf ines o f As ia , and the Isles in the M i d s t o f the Great 
G r e e n " (figs. 11.3 t h r o u g h 11.6).49 T h e upper register shows an Aegean 
delegat ion carrying a lmos t exclusively precious meta l vases and the r i omor -
p h i c rhyta or statuettes (fig. 11.34), and the two registers beneath show Syr ia -
Palestinians w i th various artifacts (fig. 11.5), as well as w o m e n and chi ldren 
(fig. 11.6). T h e presentation o f the foreign gi f ts is c o m b i n e d wi th the del iv ­
ery o f E g y p t i a n of fer ings from the oases and the N i l e D e l t a in three add i ­
t iona l registers below. 
T h e second prophe t o f A m u n , Puyemre, inc luded in his t o m b three (.') 
scenes w i th foreign representatives. T h e first decorates the left end o f the 
back wall o f the transverse hall , dep ic t ing in t w o registers N u b i a n s w i t h na ­
tive products c o m b i n e d wi th E g y p t i a n weavers br inging l inen . 5 0 T h e m o s t 
l ikely dest inat ion o f these " con t r ibu t i ons " was the temple o f A m u n . T h e i r 
exact character ( fore ign gifts assigned f r o m the k i n g to the temple or annual 
dues) cannot be identi f ied w i th certainty. T h e second scene occupies the right 
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end o f the same wall, comprising six registers in the typical processional 
mode.51 Its subject refers to the receipt o f taxes from several regions both 
within and outside Egypt proper. T h e inscriptions attached to the figures 
mention the delivery o f offerings and prisoners o f war from Retenu, the 
"roads o f Horus," the oases, and Punt, which were assigned by the king to 
the temple o f Amun. T h e first register shows a file o f Syrians designated as 
people from "further Asia" bringing for the most part prestige artifacts and 
precious raw materials. T h e second and the third registers include offerings 
(o f natural and mineral products) from the dwellers o f Sinai and the oases, 
two regions that—though forming a part o f "Greater Egypt"—were not 
fully incorporated in the political and administrative system o f the state. T h e 
three lower registers are dedicated to the people from Punt and their goods, 
including incense, their most appreciated local product, as well as ivory tusks, 
panther skins, ostrich eggs, wood, precious minerals, and animals. Porters 
occur only in the lowest o f these three registers. Their physiognomic type 
and dress are either Syria-Palestinian or Egyptian. The third scene, occupy­
ing a section o f the same wall, is an exception to the standard type o f for­
eigners' processions in both composition and subject matter.52 Four for­
eigners are depicted facing a heap with rings o f gold dedicated by the king 
to the temple o f Amun for the construction o f two obelisks. The four fig­
ures are designated as the "native chiefs o f further Asia." T h e first two men 
are depicted in the typical Syria-Palestinian mode. T h e third figure has 
Aegean facial features and is dressed in an undecorated skirt with colored 
borders. T h e fourth man shows affinities with the later iconographical type 
o f Libyans. The most interesting aspect o f this scene is that the inscription 
does not explicidy mention that the gold was delivered by the foreigners but 
merely that they were present during the weighing and measuring o f the pre­
cious material. 
Menkheperreseneb ( T T 86), who in the later years o f Thutmose III as­
cended to the position o f first prophet o f Amun, commissioned a large scene 
o f five processional files o f foreigners and Egyptians to decorate a section o f 
the back wall o f the transverse hall to the right o f the doorway leading to 
the long hall. The superscription is rich in detailed information, but unfor­
tunately it is combined with a less accurate pictorial representation that 
shows no concern for a clear differentiation o f ethnic idiosyncracies.53 It ex­
ceptionally mentions the occasion o f this ceremonial event, the New Year's 
Festival, during which the deceased offered a congratulatory bouquet to the 
king and introduced to him the representatives o f foreign countries, as well 
as peoples coming from regions within Egypt proper.54 T h e upper register 
is dedicated to a procession o f Aegean emissaries carrying valuables. T h e 
three men heading the Aegean procession (the first prostrating, the second 
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kneeling, and the third standing upright) are rendered in the typical Syria-
Palestinian manner but are identified by their legends as the princes o f Keftiu, 
Hatti, and Tunip.55 Three similar figures are at the head o f the procession 
o f the lower register. They had originally been given a place o f origin, like 
the three men o f the upper register, but only the label o f the last man in the 
row survives to date, identifying him as the prince o f Kadesh. The three men 
are followed by Syria-Palestinian porters, who are, however, portrayed in a 
hybrid manner that combines Syria-Palestinian and Aegean elements in their 
facial features, dress, or items. Women and children appear at the end o f this 
procession. This bringing o f foreign gifts was juxtaposed with the presenta­
tion o f booty in the third register, displaying Syrians with chariots and 
weapons. T h e two lowest registers apparently include people from the oases, 
who are in some instances, however, depicted as carrying Syria-Palestinian 
artifacts. A second scene involving foreign products occupies the right wall 
o f the transverse hall, showing the delivery o f the Nubian gold to the tem­
ple o f Amun in fulfillment o f the annual tax obligation.56 T h e porters are 
in this case o f Egyptian origin. 
T h e nephew o f Useramun and next holder o f the office o f vizier, Rekh-
mire ( T T 1 0 0 ) , commemorated his regular encounters with foreign delegates 
in a superb scene comprising five registers (figs. 11.7 through II.IO).57 It is a 
happy coincidence that this tour de force o f foreigners' processions is the 
best preserved example o f our series. The scene is an encyclopedia o f ethnic 
types and the coiffure, dress, natural produce, and material culture o f peoples 
from abroad.58 T h e deceased appears in kinglike splendor receiving the for­
eign contributions on behalf o f his lord (fig. 11.7). T h e five registers mani­
fest different levels o f political relations with Egypt, ranging from free 
people (the two topmost registers) through the politically controlled (third 
and fourth) to slaves (lowest). T h e two upper registers are devoted to the en­
voys from Punt, as well as Keftiu and the "Isles in the Midst o f the Great 
Green," in both cases countries that lay beyond the reach o f Egypt's politi­
cal and military power. T h e people from Punt bring incense, precious min­
erals, ebony, ivory, animal skins, and other exotic products (fig. 11.8). T h e 
Aegeans carry elaborate metal vases, jewelry, and minerals (fig. n.9).The N u ­
bians, who occupy the third register, are depicted with the typical products 
and exotica o f their region, consisting o f gold in bars and rings, logs o f 
ebony, ostrich feathers and eggs, cattle, animal skins, and wild animals (fig. 
11 .10) . T h e latter include a baboon that is climbing the neck o f a giraffe, both 
drawn in an inimitably effortless and natural manner.59 The Syria-Palestini­
ans o f the fourth register bring metal vases, weapons, a chariot, a pair o f 
horses, minerals, ivory tusks, and so on. In the lowest register women and 
children o f Nubian and Syria-Palestinian origin are depicted. The super-
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scr ipt ion gives the i n f o rmat i on that they came to E g y p t as part o f the b o o t y 
f r o m the king's campaigns and were assigned as slaves to the temple o f A m u n . 
B o t h groups include men , women , and children. T h e next stage o f this flow 
o f labor i n to E g y p t is narrated in the passage o f the t o m b . 6 0 H e r e the t o m b 
owner inspects foreign slaves that were al located as workers to the workshops 
and estates o f the temple. T h e scene refers t o the very m o m e n t o f their reg­
istration by the temple authorities, as the slaves are given clothes and o i n t ­
m e n t " f o r their yearly provision." T h e depicted w o m e n and children are o f 
N u b i a n and Syria-Palestinian origin. 
T h e first royal herald and overseer o f the gate under T h u t m o s e I I I , 
I amned jeh , gave a p r o m i n e n t place in the i conograph ic p rogram o f his t o m b 
( T T 84 ) t o the theme o f foreign delegations. T h e back wall o f the transverse 
hall , t o the left and right o f the doorway leading to the l ong hall, is deco ­
rated w i th peop le f r o m abroad br inging gifts t o the Egyp t i an k ing. 6 1 T h e ac­
c o m p a n y i n g inscript ions are exceptional in men t i on ing b o t h the place and 
t ime o f the depicted ceremonial event. W e read that the foreigners presented 
their gifts dur ing the ceremonial appearance o f the k ing in the palace o f H e -
l iopo l i s at " the beginning o f the year" (tpy rnpt).62 The right side o f the wall 
c o m m e m o r a t e s in t w o registers (or ig inal ly three or perhaps even five) the 
presentat ion o f a Syria-Palestinian delegation. T h e items carried by the 
porters inc lude most l y weapons, horses, and a chariot, all indicat ing a m i l i ­
tary occasion, apparently the ceremonial presentation o f booty . T h e rest c o n ­
sists o f metal vases and a bear. O n e o f the t w o prostrating figures o f the 
lower register is n a m e d wi th the superscr ipt ion as "ch ie f o f N a h a r i n " ( i n 
W e s t Semit ic "river land," the m o s t c o m m o n Egypt ian designat ion for the 
l and o f M i t a n n i ) . 6 3 T h e left sect ion o f the scene encompasses three regis­
ters, w i th N u b i a n s br inging gold , exotic animals, animal skins, ivory tusks, 
and other natural products . 6 4 T h e scene shows iconographic and stylistic 
affinities w i th the foreigners' pa int ing f r o m the t o m b o f Rekhmire , indicat ­
ing that the artist used the latter as source o f inspirat ion.6 5 
T h e t o m b o f the army l ieutenant A m e n e m h e b ( T T 85) contains a l o n g 
inscr ipt ion c o m m e m o r a t i n g highl ights o f his mi l i tary career in Syria under 
two pharaohs, T h u t m o s e I I I and A m e n h o t e p II . T h e autobiographica l ac­
count is accompan ied by a three-register scene portray ing the deceased whi le 
in t roduc ing foreigners w i th gifts t o T h u t m o s e I I I (fig. 11.n).66 A l t h o u g h the 
text attached to this picture ment ions the chiefs o f Retenu, Kef t iu , M e n n u s 
( n o t securely identif ied), and "every other foreign country," the depicted rep­
resentatives belong unexceptional ly t o the Syria-Palest inian p h y s i o g n o m i c 
type, w i th shaved head, bearded face, and l ong dress. Each register is in t ro ­
duced by three to four prostrating figures fo l lowed by men br inging children, 
metal vases, and go ld as gifts for the king. U n c o n s c i o u s o f ethnical i d iosyn -
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cracies, the artist took a great interest in accentuating ironically the corpu­
lent bodies o f the prostrating figures, adding a realistic flair to this otherwise 
conventional composition. 
Another prominent member o f the military aristocracy, Amenmose ( T T 
42), who served as captain o f troops and eye o f the king in the two lands o f 
Retenu under Thutmose III and Amenhotep II, commissioned two scenes 
depicting foreigners with their gifts. The first owes its unique character to 
the fact that the presentation o f the gifts took place not in the Egyptian court 
but in the Syria-Palestinian territory during one o f the military campaigns 
o f the king.67 Here both inscriptions and images provide some concrete in­
formation about the location o f the event, as well as the identity o f the per­
sons involved. The locale is situated in the land o f Negau. T h e geographical 
position o f this rarely occurring toponym is enlightened by the label o f the 
prostrating man at the top o f the procession, the "chief o f Remenen 
[Lebanon]." The exotic scenery is indicated by a Syrian fortress in a thick 
pine forest, which forms the background for a file o f processional porters 
with gifts (fig. 11.12). T h e men are bringing valuables and two humped bulls. 
A n escort o f Egyptian soldiers depicted in the register below only empha­
sizes the military setting o f the scene. The second painting follows the nor­
mative type o f foreigners' processions. The deceased is introducing to the en­
throned king four registers o f Syria-Palestinian porters with gifts, including 
men bringing metal vases, minerals, armament, horses, and chariots, as well 
as women leading their children by the hand.68 
Two further scenes from tombs o f this period stand out due to the orig­
inality o f their subject matter. T h e overseer o f the seal and overseer o f the 
gold land o f Amun, Sennefri ( T T 99), commemorated in the decoration o f 
his tomb what must have been one o f the most exceptional events in his of ­
ficial career. The scene refers to an expedition to Lebanon, which the deceased 
led in person on behalf o f his king with the purpose o f procuring cedar for 
the construction of flagpoles for the temple o f Amun.6 9 In the two preserved 
registers the artist narrates Sennefri s return from Lebanon, depicting horses, 
soldiers, a Syrian and Egyptian dragging a heavy object, and the deceased 
himself who is reporting on his successful mission to the king.70 
The harbormaster o f Thebes, May ( T T 130), included in the decoration 
o f his tomb a quite "exotic" aspect o f his everyday responsibilities. The badly 
damaged painting originally depicted the arrival o f a Nubian ship with a load 
o f local produce at the harbor o f Thebes,71 anticipating the well-known 
shipping scene from the tomb o f Nebamun ( T T 162), who served under 
Amenhotep III. The choice o f an authentic theme documenting a different 
stage in the flow of foreign goods to Egypt was certainly dictated by the pro-
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fession o f the deceased. W h e t h e r the ship's l o a d consisted o f trade goods , 
taxes for the state or temples, or gifts for the Egyp t i an k ing wi l l remain a 
mystery. 
T h e t o m b o f an of f ic ia l whose name has been lost ( T T 143) be longs t o 
the last phase o f our br ie f survey (reign o f T h u t m o s e I I I / A m e n h o t e p I I ) . 
O n e scene o f its decorat ion depicts episodes o f an expedi t ion to P u n t led(?) 
by the t o m b owner. T h e five registers portray the arrival in the " G o d ' s L a n d " 
w i th a l o a d o f Egyp t i an goods for barter exchange, the departure, strange 
sailing rafts o f the local inhabitants, and the in t roduct ion o f the local chiefs 
and their produce (cal led jnw) t o the pharaoh by the deceased.7 2 T h e h is ­
torical background o f the scene bears a close resemblance to the dep ic t ion 
o f the L e b a n o n expedit ion in the t o m b o f Sennefri . B o t h represent the " p r i ­
vate" version o f a theme that was magnif icent ly dep loyed in the d o m a i n o f 
royal i conography by Hatshepsut 's P u n t reliefs at D e i r el Bahari. 
L o o k i n g at all these scenes f r o m an administrat ive p o i n t o f view, their 
c o m m o n d e n o m i n a t o r is that they por t ray the act o f h a n d i n g over, that is, 
the very m o m e n t in wh ich the foreign products "change h a n d s " and enter 
the orb i t o f the E g y p t i a n bureaucracy. T h e foreigners fu l f i l l thereby either 
an active role as suppliers or a passive one as " i t e m s " (slaves). I n the latter 
case, once being settled in E g y p t a n d emp loyed as workers at the b o t t o m o f 
the social hierarchy, they c o m e o n l y sporadical ly t o the surface o f p ic tor ia l 
evidence. W h e n one attempts to expla in this pauc i ty an apparent reason is 
that foreigners, after their i ncorpora t i on in to E g y p t i a n society, lost m u c h o f 
their "otherness," that aspect o f their personal it ies appreciated m o s t by 
E g y p t i a n artists. T h e r e is on ly a h a n d f u l o f t o m b s that give us s o m e gl impses 
o f their h u m b l e existence in E g y p t . T h e e m p l o y m e n t o f nonspec ia l i zed la ­
b o r forces o f foreign or ig in is dep ic ted in the t o m b o f Rekhmire : Syr ian 
and N u b i a n captives are engaged in b r i ckmak ing in the course o f the b u i l d ­
ing projects in the K a r n a k T e m p l e (fig. 11.13).73 T h e i r n o n - E g y p t i a n n a t i o n ­
ality is indicated by their unshaven faces or leather kilts. I n another t o m b 
( T T 349), wh ich can be roughly dated to the same per iod , a N u b i a n m a n 
and w o m a n are represented reaping the harvest .7 4 I n the t o m b s o f P u y e m r e 
( T T 39) and In te f ( T T 155) foreigners labeled A p i r u (dus t m a k e r s ) 7 5 are 
depicted work ing as v intners .7 6 A smal l N u b i a n girl dances t o entertain the 
guests in a banquet scene in the t o m b o f the royal butler W a h ( T T zz).77 
T h e last example o f our modes t series comes f r o m the t o m b o f the fan 
bearer and mayor o f A n t a e o p o l i s M o n t u h e r k e p e s h e f ( T T 20 ) . 7 8 I n a 
scene o f enigmat ic content be long ing to the i conograph ic cycle o f burial 
rituals t w o N u b i a n captives are depicted kneel ing w i th a c o r d passed r o u n d 
their neck. 
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On the Historicity of the Foreigners'Scenes 
S u m m a r i z i n g th is i m p o r t a n t c o r p u s o f i conograph ica l evidence, it is neces ­
sary t o stress that the p ictures treated earlier d i d n o t s i m p l y repeat a s tan­
d a r d i z e d t h e m e that p r o c l a i m e d the s u b m i s s i o n o f foreign countr ies b u t re ­
ferred t o speci f ic ep i sodes f r o m the career o f the t o m b owners . D ivergent 
experiences p r o d u c e d d i f f e rent scenes. A l t h o u g h in m o s t cases the s imi lar i ­
ties in c o m p o s i t i o n (process iona l arrangement , figures b r ing ing i tems, a n d 
E g y p t i a n o f f ic ia ls w h o receive t h e m ) seem t o suggest a c o m m o n subject m a t ­
ter, the inscr ip t ions a n d m i n o r i c o n o g r a p h i c a l detai ls clearly demons t ra te 
tha t the artists ' i n t e n t i o n was t o p o r t r a y a variety o f transact ions. T h e r e are 
at least s ix d i f ferent types o f ceremon ia l o r adminis trat ive interact ions that 
can be securely recogn ized . 
1. T h e presenta t ion o f g i f ts f r o m i n d e p e n d e n t and sub jugated countr ies 
f o r the p h a r a o h . T h i s is the d o m i n a n t t h e m e a m o n g foreigners ' process ions 
attested i n the t o m b s o f S e n e n m u t ( 1 ' T 71), I n t e f ( T T 1 5 5 ) , U s e r a m u n ( T T 
131), M e n k h e p e r r e s e n e b ( T T 86), R e k h m i r e ( T T 100), I a m n e d j e h ( T T 84), 
A m e n e m h e b ( T T 85), A m e n m o s e ( T T 42), a n d poss ib ly another o f f ic ia l , 
w h o s e n a m e has been l o s t ( T T 119). T h e k i n g m a y part ic ipate in pe r son or 
be represented b y the deceased. I n s o m e scenes the artists c o m b i n e n o t o n l y 
embass ies f r o m i n d e p e n d e n t a n d sub jugated countr ies b u t also foreigners 
w i t h p e o p l e c o m i n g f r o m E g y p t i a n regions. T h e presentat ion o f fore ign a n d 
d o m e s t i c g i f t s apparent ly t o o k p lace at the royal residence d u r i n g the course 
o f a f o r m a l c o u r t ceremony . T h e m o s t conv inc ing a rgument f o r cons ider ing 
the ob jec ts b r o u g h t b y Syr ia -Pa les t in ians a n d N u b i a n s as g i f t s is their nature. 
T h e y have f o r the m o s t par t the same prec ious a n d exot ic character as the 
o f fer ings o f i n d e p e n d e n t peop les . T h e assoc iat ion o f these deliveries w i t h 
the jn-w c o m i n g f r o m i n d e p e n d e n t peop les a n d the R e t e n u l a n d in the A n ­
nals is inevitable. I n th i s respect, the t o m b pa in t ings a n d the K a r n a k i n ­
scr ip t ion s h o w an as ton i sh ing compat ib i l i t y , f o r the superscr ipt ions o f the 
first—when suf f ic ient ly p r e s e r v e d — n a m e these " c o n t r i b u t i o n s " jnw79 a n d 
m e n t i o n o n l y Re tenu , n o t D j a h y o r R e m e n e n , as the l a n d o f or ig in o f the 
dep ic ted de lega t ions . 8 0 
2. T h e br ing ing o f g i f ts f o r the p h a r a o h in fore ign terr i tory, dep i c ted 
o n c e in the t o m b o f A m e n m o s e ( T T 42). T h i s type o f t ransact ion d i f fers 
from the presentat ion o f gi f ts o n l y in the locale, d iscussed earlier. T h e scene 
f r o m A m e n m o s e s t o m b visual izes an apparent ly recurr ing event dur ing the 
Syr ia -Pa lest in ian campa igns . I t is leg i t imate t o assume that d u r i n g the m a r c h ­
ing o f E g y p t i a n t r o o p s the cities o f obed ien t vassals w e l c o m e d the p h a r a o h 
w i t h g i f ts d e m o n s t r a t i n g their loyalty. T h e co l l ec t i on o f such gi f ts is stated 
once in the A n n a l s as a year's t o ta l . 8 1 
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3. The ceremonial presentation o f booty depicted in the tombs o f 
Menkheperreseneb ( T T 86), Rekhmire ( T T 100), and Iamnedjeh ( T T 84). 
In all three cases the theme is combined with the presentation o f gifts. We 
cannot but stress the fact that this juxtaposition finds a perfect equivalent in 
the syntax o f the Annals, where booty Q)3<\) and gifts (jnw) immediately fol­
low each other.82 
4. The royally commissioned trade expeditions in Lebanon and Punt de­
picted in the tombs of Sennefri ( T T 99) and another official, whose name 
has been lost ( T T 143). The Annals contain two references to Punt expedi­
tions in years 33 and 38.83 There can be no doubt that the foreign produce 
recorded in texts and images was acquired through barter exchange. The artist 
o f t o m b T T 143 and the author o f Sennefri s inscription show a fair attitude 
toward historical correctness, for they portray or mention the Egyptian of­
ferings, although the latter conveniently disguises them as offerings for the 
local deity.84 
5. The delivery o f yearly obligations to the temple o f Amun or dona­
tions o f the king to the same institution attested in the tombs of Ineni ( T T 
81), Puyemre ( T T 39), and Rekhmire ( T T 100). The natural products and 
men, women, and children delivered as slaves are registered by the fiscal au­
thorities o f the temple or granary o f Amun. The nonceremonial context o f 
the depicted transaction is clearly documented through the absence o f the 
pharaoh, the bulk character of the goods delivered, and some iconographic 
features o f profane character.85 In conformity with this pictorial evidence 
the Annals record donations o f valuable raw materials, cattle, and three en­
tire cities from the conquered territories, as well as the assignment o f at least 
1,588 Syrian slaves by the king to the temple o f Amun.86 
6. The delivery o f yearly obligations to the Vizier's Bureau, seen in the 
tomb of Useramun ( T T 131). The harvest (Smw) from the royal domains o f 
Megiddo, which is recorded once in the Annals, as well as the b^kw from Kush 
and Wawat belong in all probability to the same type of transaction, repre­
senting annual dues delivered at a state institution.87 
The singular scene of the arrival o f ships in the harbor o f Thebes ( T T 
130) cannot be ascribed with certainty to one o f these categories. 
The historical core o f our scenes, which can be clearly deduced from their 
concrete and varied subject matter, finds further support in the way the artists 
put together the embassies of dependent and independent countries. The pro­
cessions o f the conquered peoples include prisoners o f war, as well as women 
and children who have been brought to Egypt as slaves. Nubian children are 
normally led or carried by their mothers, contrary to the Syria-Palestinian 
ones, who are frequently brought by men, a detail that apparently reflects the 
special political background of their journey to Egypt (fig. n.5).88 O n the 
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other side, the delegations from the Aegean region and Punt consist exclusively 
o f men. Another interesting fact is the sporadic occurrence o f toponyms in 
the explanatory labels, which break the rule o f generic geographical expres­
sions, always echoing concrete historical episodes. Worth mentioning are the 
depiction o f the "chief" o f Naharin in the tomb o f Iamnedjeh ( 1 1 84) and 
the chiefs o f Kadesh and Tunip in the tomb of Menkheperreseneb ( T T 86). 
It is certainly no coincidence that the same regions or localities are mentioned 
in the Annals as theaters o f pharaonic action.89 
Given the undeniable historicity o f the foreigners' processions we must 
not put too much stress on the fact that in most cases they are simplified and 
conventionalized works o f art. T h e undeniable hybridism o f some repre­
sentations, in which the artist mixes the physiognomy, dress, and local prod­
ucts o f two different cultures in the design o f a single figure, has been com­
prehensively discussed in the past.90 One should, however, be cautious in not 
confusing form with substance. None o f these scenes is intended to be a 
mere transcript o f historical reality. T h e artist sought to create a work o f art, 
not illustrated reportage. So the historical kernel o f the depicted event had 
to be clothed properly in habitual forms o f artistic expression, which should 
be "beautiful" but not necessarily realistic. Iconographic details were there­
fore subject primarily to aesthetic not historical considerations. For the 
artist, his patron, and the Egyptian audience it obviously sufficed that the 
content o f the scene could easily be associated with real episodes from the 
life o f the deceased. 
A favorite explanation for the varying degree o f accuracy among the for­
eigners' procession links thisphenomenon to the opportunity o f some artists 
to witness such embassies with their own eyes. In the same vein the confla­
tion or misunderstanding o f ethnical types is ascribed to a possible decrease 
o f or even a break in foreign diplomatic visits to Egypt.911 must again stress 
the danger o f making historical inferences from iconographic or stylistic cri­
teria. The divergent exactness o f the representations can be fully explained 
within the domain o f artistic production. An accurately drawn scene betrays 
a great artist rather than a mere eyewitness o f the depicted event. It is true 
that the earlier scenes (dating to the reign o f Hatshepsut or Hatshepsut/ 
Thutmose III) show a fresh inspiration that is absent in later examples. But 
this is an inevitable phenomenon in art history. In the formative period o f a 
genre (and this was the early reign o f Thutmose III for the foreigners' pro­
cessions) a few pioneers have to rely on sharp observation o f the natural pro­
totypes, establishing a "tradition."Thereafter and for a quite long time artists 
are eager to follow tradition rather than inventing new themes.92 Hence, any 
attempt to define the number o f Aegean diplomatic visits to Egypt accord-
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ing to the realism (or lack o f it) o f the physiognomy, dress, and gifts in rel­
evant scenes is methodologically unacceptable. 
Other Sources 
Beyond the limits o f Theban cemeteries foreigners' processions are absent, 
though our evidence might look quite different if royal buildings in Thebes 
or Memphis had been preserved. One single exception is the depiction o f 
Hatshepsut's Punt expedition at Deir el Bahari, which, however, diverges 
from the major themes o f tomb iconography. 
I f we leave aside the wealth o f information in texts and images, the era 
o f Hatshepsut and Thutmose III produced no large amount o f archaeolog­
ical finds associated with the presence o f foreigners in Egypt. The most no­
table exception comes from the highest social level. Three Syrian princesses 
who in their lifetime apparently belonged to the royal harem as lesser wives 
o f the pharaoh were buried together in a tomb in western Thebes.93 In ac­
cordance with the archaeological evidence the Annals mention among the 
Retenu gifts o f year 40 a chief s daughter who was sent to Egypt accompa­
nied by thirty slaves.94 Furthermore, contacts with foreign territories are in­
dicated by the use o f exotic raw materials in several industries, as well as the 
distribution o f foreign pottery in Egyptian sites.95 Yet, as mentioned earlier, 
these finds must not necessarily be associated with the actual presence o f for­
eigners in Egyptian territory. 
P E O P L E S 
Conceptions o f ethnicity are more sharply defined in the sphere o f textual 
than pictorial evidence. Within the first we are confronted with an extraor­
dinarily rich accumulation of foreign geographical names referring to local­
ities or regions that were visited, captured, or only heard o f by the Egyptians. 
T h e farther these places were from Egypt proper the greater was the igno­
rance o f authors about their exact location. As a result, the geographical lists 
contain in many instances unorthodox juxtapositions o f place names or at­
tribute them to the wrong geographical entity. The ethnic groups that are ex­
plicitly mentioned in the sources o f this period can be distinguished as an 
inner belt o f subjugated territories and an outer belt o f independent coun­
tries. The first includes the Nubians and Syria-Palestinians, who were forced 
to interact with Egypt. T h e latter comprises Aegeans, Mitannians, Hittites, 
Babylonians, Assyrians, and people from Punt. They came from distant re­
gions and sought diplomatic relations with the pharaonic state motivated by 
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either political or economic interests. It is certainly not surprising to see that 
references to the subjugated Syria-Palestinians and Nubians occur more of ­
ten than those referring to other peoples, for they were geographically and 
politically more closely bound to Egypt. 
A t the level o f representation, the artists knew and depicted only four 
main racial/ethnic types: Syria-Palestinians, Nubians, Aegeans, and people 
from Punt.96 Here again the iconographic field is dominated by the appear­
ance of the two subjugated regions in the south and north o f Egypt. Among 
the independent peoples, Aegeans show an unexpected prominence, since, 
apart from the Puntites, they are the only independent folk regularly depicted 
in the tomb scenes. In two exceptional cases, a male figure is identified by its 
explanatory label as either Hittite or Mitannian. Yet both are depicted in the 
habitual Syria-Palestinian modus.97 The infrequent appearance of Hittites 
and Mitannians, as well as the total absence o f Assyrians and Babylonians, 
in the iconographical evidence may be meaningful, for these states rivaled 
Egypt's political and economic interests in the Levant. A more intriguing 
problem, however, is the absence o f Cypriots,98 given the wide distribution 
o f Cypriot pottery in Egyptian sites. A convincing explanation for this par­
adox is still to be found. 
Syria-Palestinians 
Any attempt to pinpoint the exact origin o f the Syria-Palestinian delegations 
in Theban private tombs99 is hampered either by the poor preservation of 
the accompanying inscriptions or by the generic character o f the attested 
geographical names. Only sporadically do we find a concrete reference to 
cities or regions. As already stated, they normally echo toponyms connected 
with the military campaigns o f the kings and commemorated in royal or pri­
vate inscriptions. From the three larger geographical regions mentioned in 
the Annals, Djahy, Remenen, and Retenu, only the latter appears as the land 
o f origin o f the depicted processions. Although the northern part o f Syria 
undoubtedly lay outside Egypt's direct control, it is in most cases impossi­
ble to differentiate between independent and subjugated Syria-Palestinians 
in pictorial and textual evidence. 
Two main types were regularly employed for the depiction o f male emis­
saries from Syria and Palestine.100 The first has long hair, reaching to the ears 
or shoulders and held in place by a band or fillet, is bearded, and wears a kilt­
like garment that extends from the waist to the knees or slightly above them 
(figs. 11.2 and n.5). T h e garment is a simple piece o f cloth wrapped around 
the waist, usually decorated with red and blue lines at the borders and thus 
easily distinguishable from the white skirt worn by the Egyptians or the elab-
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orately embroidered kilt o f the Aegeans.101 The second type has a shaved 
head, or less commonly long hair, and wears a tight-fitting white gown with 
long sleeves reaching from neck to midcalf and decorated with blue or red 
hems (figs. 11.2,11.5, and 11.6). Interestingly, this most common type o f rep­
resentation virtually disappears from the tombs o f the post—Thutmose III 
era.102 T h e combination o f facial features and a specific dress type does not 
seem accidental. Helck's hypothesis that the first type has a Semitic origin 
and the second a Hurrian one cannot be sustained by the evidence at 
hand.103 T h e fact that both types appear in many instances together favors 
the idea o f a difference in rank or status, with the long garment belonging 
to the elite and the simple, overlapping loincloth to the humbler classes. A 
single occurrence of a third costume in the tomb o f Amenemheb (fig. ii.n) 
anticipates the commonest type o f dress in representations dating to the 
reigns o f Thutmose I V and Amenhotep III.104 Here the long-sleeved gown 
is used as an undergarment, around which a fringed mantle is wrapped sev­
eral times. The fact that this costume is worn by the prostrating persons at 
the head o f their delegations seems to imply a difference in rank.105 
T h e Syria-Palestinian women have a long, curled hair and are dressed in 
flounced robes, which mosdy extend to the ankles and are decorated along 
the selvage (fig. 11.6). Young children are usually depicted naked, sitting on 
the arms or shoulders o f adults. In a single case women carry their children 
in panniers on their backs (fig. 11.6), clearly a hybrid form o f representation 
imitating a commonplace theme in Nubian processions.106 Elder children 
are depicted either naked or dressed with long gowns and are led by the hand. 
There is interestingly no attempt to differentiate boys from girls in terms o f 
coiffure or dress. 
The Syria-Palestinians appear in different iconographical contexts. In 
most cases they bring their gifts or yearly dues to the king or the temple. In 
other instances they are driven by Egyptians as prisoners o f war or slaves with 
spoils from their regions. Finally, they are depicted as workers employed by 
private persons ( T T 39, T T 81, a n d T T 155) or the temple o f Amun (TT100). 
Nubians 
The region south o f the First Cataract was traditionally known as the "south 
land" and its inhabitants as "southerners." T h e northern part o f the land 
(Lower Nubia), between the First and the Second Cataracts, appears under 
the name Wawat. The name Kush refers to either the southern part (Upper 
Nubia) or the land as a whole. During the Middle Kingdom representations 
o f Nubians did not differ considerably from the ethnic type o f Egyp­
tians.107 T h e New Kingdom breaks with this iconographic tradition and 
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gradual ly dep ic ts t h e m w i t h negro id p h y s i o g n o m i c features. I n the t o m b s o f 
o u r p e r i o d o n l y the first stages o f th is t rans format ion are at tested . 1 0 8 A 
t u r n e d - u p nose , p r o t r u d i n g l ips a n d p r o g n a t h i s m are either n o t discernible 
o r n o t yet as i ronical ly accentuated as in the p o s t — T h u t m o s e I I I era. A s a 
rule N u b i a n m e n have a black sk in a n d are dressed in leather breechcloths 
(f ig. II.IO).109 T h e i r c o i f f u r e shows s o m e variat ion, t h o u g h the c o m m o n e s t 
type is that o f short , c ropped , cup l ike hair. M e n seem t o have appreciated 
jewelry m o r e than the w o m e n , since there is hard ly a male figure that does 
n o t wear either earrings, bracelets, o r necklaces. T h i s a d o r n m e n t apparent ly 
served as an ind icator o f status. N u b i a n w o m e n are always dep ic ted carry ­
ing o r lead ing their ch i ldren (fig. n.i). T h e typ ica l m o d e o f representat ion 
shows t h e m w i t h black sk in and p e n d u l o u s breasts. T h e y wear l o n g dresses 
m a d e o f leather o r fur, w r a p p e d w i t h a belt a r o u n d the waist. T h e i r u p p e r 
bod ies are naked. E lder chi ldren are he ld b y the hand , and smaller ones are 
carried in panniers fastened o n the backs o f their mothers . C o n t r a r y t o the 
Syr ia -Palest in ian process ions , wh i ch n o r m a l l y inc lude expl ic i t references t o 
mi l i tary act iv i ty as a ref lect ion o f T h u t m o s e ' s As ia t i c campaigns , the repre­
sentat ions o f N u b i a n s are ma in l y d is t inguished by an air o f rural charm. 
B e y o n d their presence in process ional scenes N u b i a n slaves are dep ic ted 
as harvesters ( T T 349), br ickmakers ( T T 100), a n d dancers ( T T 22). 
A e g e a n s 
F r o m the E g y p t i a n p o i n t o f view, the Aegean was an essentially margina l 
area . 1 1 0 Y e t embassies f r o m j h i s region occupy a p r o m i n e n t pos i t i on a m o n g 
o ther fore ign peoples . M o r e interestingly still, they are a p h e n o m e n o n p r i ­
mar i ly l i nked t o the reigns o f H a t s h e p s u t and T h u t m o s e I I I , f o r they v i r tu ­
ally d isappear f r o m the i conograph ica l evidence in the era o f their succes­
sors . 1 1 1 A e g e a n process ions are m a d e u p exclusively o f ma le emissaries, w h o 
in the ad jacent inscr ipt ions are des ignated either as Ke f t iu , the E g y p t i a n 
n a m e fo r Crete, or as " p e o p l e f r o m the jw hrj-jb nw W^i-ver" (Isles in the 
M i d s t o f the Great G r e e n ) . 1 1 2 T h e exact interpretat ion o f the second t e r m 
remains a mat ter o f debate. I t is l ikely that the Egyp t i ans used it in a flexi­
ble way t o deno te the Aegean islands, somet imes inc lud ing Crete or even 
m a i n l a n d Greece. T h e occurrences o f Aegean process ions in the t o m b s o f 
this p e r i o d can be s u m m a r i z e d as f o l l o w s . 1 1 3 
I n its earliest attestat ion in the t o m b o f S e n e n m u t ( T T 71) the standard 
Aegean p h y s i o g n o m y in E g y p t i a n i conography appears t o have already crys ­
tal l ized. T h e m e n have a l o n g black hair, clean shaven faces, gentle features, 
a n d sof t , dark , b rown i sh - red sk in ( the same c o l o r used fo r the dep ic t i on o f 
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Egyptian men). T h e most remarkable iconographic detail o f this picture is 
the exceedingly large "Vapheio" or "Keftiu" cups carried by two o f the 
porters. A second Aegean group appears in the tomb o f Useramun (TT131), 
occupying the top register o f the scene o f foreign gift bearers and combined 
with Syria-Palestinians on the lower register (figs. 11.3 and n .4) .Two further 
Aegean processions are depicted in the tombs o f Menkheperreseneb ( T T 
86) and Rekhmire ( T T 100). T h e first scene, which according to the dating 
o f the tomb must be the earliest, shows two registers with Aegeans ( top) and 
Syria-Palestinians (bottom). Th i s lower register includes some hybrid figures 
that combine the features o f both peoples. T h e simplified and convention­
alized rendering o f the figures and the omission o f some iconographic de­
tails attested in other tombs show that the scene came from the hand o f a 
lesser artist. Th is fact becomes obvious when we compare this work to the 
extraordinary composition o f foreigners'processions in Rehkmire's tomb.1 1 4 
Here Aegeans appear in the second top register, described in the superscrip­
tion as Keftiu and the Isles in the Midst o f the Great Green (fig. 11.9). They 
have long black hair with a curl over the forehead, as well as straight or curled 
locks, and sandals combined with leggings. T h e most astonishing feature o f 
this scene concerns the facial ornamentation seen on the majority o f the 
porters. As Vercoutter has pointed out, these must be regarded as face paint­
ings rather than tattoos.115 A last representation that deserves our attention 
is the ambiguous male figure from the tomb o f Puyemre ( T T 39).116 His 
identification with an Aegean envoy is a mere hypothesis. Vercoutter may have 
been right in regarding him as a symbolic representation o f a foreign land.117 
T o these scenes one may add the almost completely lost register in the tomb 
o f Intef ( T T 155), which shows only a pair o f feet with typical Aegean 
footwear.118 
T h e habitual Aegean garment in the two earliest tombs (those o f Senen-
mut and Useramun) is the breechcloth with "codpiece" and backflap, sup­
ported at the waist by a broad belt (fig. 11.4). In the two later tombs (those 
o f Rekhmire and Menkheperreseneb) it is replaced with a richly embroi­
dered kilt wrapped around the waist.119 It is a rare fortune that this change 
in costume can be archaeologically documented through a palimpsest in the 
tomb o f Rekhmire (fig. 11.9). There, after the completion o f the figures, the 
breechcloths with codpieces were overpainted with kilts.120 Scholars who re­
garded the codpieces as a Minoan and the kilts as a Mycenaean type o f cos­
tume linked this palimpsest with the Mycenaean takeover o f Crete. A more 
careful analysis o f the Aegean material has shown, however, that both dresses 
occurred on Crete long before the alleged arrival o f Mycenaeans and subse­
quently reflected a difference not in ethnic origin but probably in age, status, 
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o r act iv i ty .1 2 1 Nevertheless, the quest ions o f w h y and at whose inst igation 
these paint ings were changed or actual ized remain unanswered. 
T h e i tems brought by the Aegeans consist o f a w ide array o f raw m a ­
terials ( c o p p e r and perhaps t in ingots, silver, lapis lazul i , i vory tusks ) a n d 
prec ious artifacts, m o s t l y inc lud ing bu l l -head, jackal -head, l i on -head , and 
gr i f f i n -head rhytons, bu l l statuettes, vases w i th various z o o m o r p h i c attach­
ments , meta l jars, jugs, bow l s , p i t h o i d amphoras , cups and platters or meta l 
vases o f E g y p t i a n or ig in ( such as hs vases, nhnm jugs, and lo tus b l o o m chal ­
ices), fur ther situles, leather bags w i t h u n k n o w n content ( m o s t l ikely an o r ­
ganic substance) , swords, and neck laces . 1 2 2 M a n y o f these items, wh ich 
were n o t ind igenous in Aegean cultures, seem t o have been c o p i e d f r o m the 
process ions o f o ther peoples , especially those c o m i n g f r o m Syria-Palest ine. 
I n other instances, however, the dep ic ted artifacts show a str ik ing resem­
blance to M i n o a n ob jects wel l represented in the archaeological record, such 
as bu l l -head rhytons, bu l l statuettes, s o m e shapes o f metal vases, and in par ­
t icular the cups o f the so -ca l led V a p h e i o or K e f t i u type f o u n d in the t o m b 
o f S e n e n m u t . 
T h e A n n a l s o f T h u t m o s e I I I record an instance o f Aegean d ip l omat i c 
g i f t giving in year 42, w h e n the "Pr ince (wr) o f T a n a j a " ( obv ious l y the n a m e 
used for the Greek m a i n l a n d o r o n e pol i t ical center in this reg ion ) sent a "s i l ­
ver shawabti vessel in Ke f t i uan w o r k m a n s h i p together w i th f our bowls o f i ron 
( o r copper?) w i th handles o f s i lver."1 2 3 Cretans are curiously absent in the 
m o n u m e n t a l K a r n a k inscr ipt ion, yet this may be due to its numerous lacu ­
nae. W a c h s m a n n drew o u r at tent ion t o the entry that precedes the gifts f r o m 
Tanaja , w h i c h records three h u n d r e d grams o f "genuine lapis lazul i ," "heads 
o f bu l l s " (apparent ly bu l l -head rhytons) , and "nat ive c o p p e r " sent as gifts b y 
a country whose name has n o t been preserved.1 2 4 H i s suggestion that this 
l and m i g h t have been Crete is an attractive hypothesis . T h e n o n h o m o g e n e o u s 
origins o f the gifts, however, make any secure ident i f icat ion impossib le . 
O n e o f the m o s t interesting aspects o f the Aegean processions is the re­
spectful treatment given t o t h e m by Egyp t i an artists. C o n t r a r y t o the N u ­
bians or Asiat ics, whose "o therness" is frequent ly conceived as racial o r cu l ­
tural inferiority (negro id phys iognomy , beards, corpu lent bodies , clothes 
made o f an imal skins) , Aegeans ' elaborate coi f fures, face pa int ing, dress, and 
sandals manifests h o w h igh ly E g y p t i a n artists a n d / o r their commiss ioners 
regarded this folk. Moreover , the fact that Aegean processions appear in the 
t o m b s o f the three m o s t p r o m i n e n t off icials in Hatshepsut 's and T h u t m o s e s 
reign (Senenmut , R e k h m i r e and U s e r a m u n ) cannot be coincidental . I t is 
l ikely that the of f ic ia l recept ion o f an Aegean delegation was a real "event" 
in the E g y p t i a n court , n o t t o be missed by the m o s t i l lustr ious members o f 
the E g y p t i a n aristocracy. 
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People from Punt 
T h e name Punt referred to a land that according to the Egyptian sources lay 
in the region o f modern Somalia. For the representations o f its inhabitants 
in New Kingdom iconography, the Egyptian artists borrowed the Middle 
Kingdom type o f the "southerners," which, as mentioned earlier, differed lit­
tle from the representations o f Egyptians. T h e people from Punt have red 
skin and either long hair combined with a thin, long beard or alternatively 
short hair and a beardless face (fig. 11.8). They normally wear a plain, undec-
orated kilt. Apart from the short chin beard they can be distinguished as non-
Egyptians by their native products. T h e earliest representation o f a Puntite 
delegation appears in the tomb o f Puyemre ( 1 1 39). It is interesting to note 
that in this case, and more definitely in the later tomb o f Rekhmire (TT100), 
the Puntites appear as gift givers. Th is implies that both lands had progres­
sively developed diplomatic contacts that run parallel to Egyptian trade mis­
sions for dispatching incense. As mentioned earlier, an expedition o f this kind 
is recorded in the tomb o f the official ( T T 143) whose name has been lost. 
Hittites 
A male figure from the tomb o f Menkheperreseneb labeled the "prince ( W ) 
o f Hatt i" is considered to be the earliest pictorial representation o f a 
Hittite in Egyptian art. H e is rendered in the typical Syria-Palestinian man­
ner.125 T h e later iconographic type o f male Hittites with long hair, beard­
less faces, protruding noses, and double chins was obviously not yet estab­
lished.126 In an attempt to explain their absence Wachsmann conjectured 
that the men with combined Aegean and Syrian features in the third register 
o f the foreigners' scene in Menkheperreseneb s tomb may be members o f a 
Hittite embassy. I 2 7The conflation o f these two ethnic idiosyncracies would, 
however, make a better sense for Cypriots, who both geographically and cul­
turally lay between the Aegean and the Levant. Some female captives with 
children in the scene o f the inspection o f slaves from Rekhmire s tomb have 
been regarded as having Hittite origins.128 Yet their long hair and curious 
dresses, long, tight-fitting gowns that leave the shoulders free, do not suffice 
to support such an identification. 
A t approximately the same time as the representation in Menkheperre­
seneb s tomb, Hittites are mentioned in the Annals in years 33 and 41. Th is 
parallel between pictorial and textual evidence129 has without doubt a his­
torical background, most likely reflecting the first encounter o f Egyptians 
with the Hittite kingdom, which at this time was entering the international 
scene in the eastern Mediterranean. 
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O t h e r N a t i o n s 
A single dep ic t ion o f a M i t a n n i a n ambassador occurs in the t o m b o f 
I amned jeh ( T T 8 4 ) . 1 3 0 T h e prostrat ing m a n is in t roduc ing a procession o f 
Syria-Palest inians. H i s face is n o t preserved. T h e c lose -cropped hair and the 
l o n g garment c o n f o r m t o the Syria-Palest inian ethnic type. 
Frequent , i f less concrete as t o their lands o f or igin, are the references 
t o As ia t i c peop le or peop le carry ing As iat ic names in the wri t ten sources 
o f this per iod : shipyard workers a n d carpenters, a scribe, a bu i ld ing super ­
visor, a g o l d s m i t h and sculptor , a craf tsman, a soldier, and a v intner . 1 3 1 A n ­
o ther foreigner w h o was e m p l o y e d in a shipyard is called the " [ m a n ] from 
A r z a w a . " 1 3 2 Finally, w o m e n w i t h As ia t i c names are attested as wives o f 
E g y p t i a n so ld ie rs . 1 3 3 
POLITICAL AND SOCIAL SETTING 
" B r o t h e r h o o d " a n d the Ve i l o f I d e o l o g y 
I n Late Bronze Age internat ional po l i t ics a d i p l o m a t i c re lat ionship between 
sovereigns t o o k the f o r m o f a personal b o n d o f "bro therhood , " mani fested 
in the exchange o f ceremonia l gifts at a level o f par i ty . 1 3 4 I n m a n y instances 
the me taphor o f b r o t h e r h o o d was filled w i th real meaning, since rulers o f ­
fered their daughters o r sisters as brides to their foreign partners, thus c o n ­
so l idat ing the fr iendly pol i t ical relat ionship w i th b l o o d t ies . 1 3 5 T h e gifts 
ma in l y consisted o f prestige i tems w i th a personal character and a s trong 
s y m b o l i c content or otherwise o f exotic a n d / o r precious raw mater ia l s .The i r 
exchange was governed b y strict ethical rules ob l ig ing the partners that every 
g i f t had n o t on l y to be accepted bu t also reciprocated w i th a countergi f t o f 
at least equal value. 
Yet the historical reality o f reciprocal d ip l omat i c contacts w i th foreign 
states threatened the inner E g y p t i a n audience w i th a heavy cultural shock . 
For Egypt ians , w h o had been " f e d " for centuries w i th bruta l pictorial and 
textual notes o f the pharaoh's absolute d o m i n a n c e over host i le foreigners, it 
was unth inkab le to regard the latter as equal partners o f their k i n g . 1 3 6 H e n c e , 
independent nat ions h a d to be lowered to the status o f dependent ones in 
order to be acceptable in the terms o f Egyp t i an decorum. In the Anna l s the 
vo luntary gifts o f sovereign peoples were conveniently camouf laged b e h i n d 
the generic term jnw, which, as m e n t i o n e d earlier, meant n o t h i n g more than 
" o f f e r i n g " and cou ld be appl ied t o a lmost every type o f delivery, even the 
c o m p u l s o r y ones. T h e deliberate vagueness o f jtrw, which debased a h ighly 
symbo l i c act at the neutral semant ic level o f "br inging," becomes even m o r e 
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apparent when compared with the Akkadian words for gift, Sulmanu (greet­
ing gift) and tsmartu (audience gift), whose etymology unequivocally refers 
to the ceremonial content o f this interaction.137 
In the same manner independent countries were equalized with subju­
gated ones in Theban tomb paintings. The visitors to the tombs must have 
been unable to discern any difference in political status among the depicted 
nations. There is no reason to accuse Egyptian artists o f distorting histori­
cal facts, for the same elevation obviously took place in reality, during the 
royal court ceremonial that provided a formal framework for the presenta­
tion o f foreign gifts.138 The chance o f a propagandist^ exploitation o f the 
gifts offered by independent countries, which always required a reciprocal of ­
fering, was made available to the pharaoh by the modalities o f diplomatic 
gift giving. According to the habitual practice, the countergifts had to be of ­
fered not simultaneously but only on a later occasion, with an Egyptian em­
bassy to the court o f the foreign gift giver. Hence, the Egyptian king always 
appeared in his land as a receiver o f foreign gifts and never as a giver o f gifts 
himself. T h e participants in these ceremonies and the inner Egyptian audi­
ence as a whole witnessed only the one-half o f the reciprocal exchange, con­
ceiving the gifts o f independent foreigners as one directional and thus, in a 
sense, compulsory. It becomes apparent that as a rule the foreigners' scenes 
and their superscriptions did not deliberately distort historical facts. Ideo­
logical notions penetrated to the level o f representation mainly because they 
were an integral part o f political reality. 
There have been, however, some notable exceptions to the general equa­
tion o f independent and submissive peoples. The most telling example are 
the texts accompanying the foreigners' scene in the tomb o f Rekhmire. In the 
case o f the Aegeans the inscriptions mention that their visit was motivated 
by "hearing o f " pharaoh's "achievements" (nhtw).139 
The coming in peace by Keftiu chiefs and the chiefs o f the islands o f 
the sea, humbly, bowing their heads down because o f His Majesty's 
might, the king Menkheperre—given life forever! W h e n they heard 
his achievements in every foreign land, their jnw were on their backs, 
requesting the breath, wanting to be loyal to His Majesty, so that the 
might o f His Majesty will protect them.140 
The use o f the verb hear (sdm) in contrast to see (17133) expresses only an 
indirect knowledge, referring to countries that never witnessed the king's mil­
itary actions.141 The notion o f Aegean "loyalty" in the same passage is ac­
tually a misleading translation o f the common Egyptian expression (MI] hr 
mw [n]. Its literal meaning, "to be in the water o f someone,"142 may have ac-
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quired varying semant ic nuances o f a pol it ical , social, or even economic re ­
l a t ionsh ip and cannot be taken as an indicat ion o f submissive status. O n the 
o ther hand , the superscript ions o f the pol i t ical ly dependent Syria-Palest ini ­
ans and N u b i a n s begin w i th the same fo rmula i c expressions but then c o n ­
t inue, unamb iguous l y stating that the " t e r r o r / d r e a d " (hryt) o f the pharaoh 
forced t h e m t o come. I n the case o f the Syria-Palestinians we read: 
T h e arrival in peace o f the chiefs o f Re tenu and all the lands o f Fur ­
ther A s i a in deferential obeisance, their jnw o n their backs, in the h o p e 
that there w o u l d be given t o t h e m the breath o f l ife because o f l oy ­
alty t o H i s Ma jes t y ; for they have seen his very great v i c tor ies—yea , 
his terribleness (hryt) has domina ted their hearts .1 4 3 
Here it is emphas i zed that the peop le f r o m Retenu n o t on l y heard bu t 
saw the p h a r a o h and " su f fe red" as a result o f his actions. W e certainly can­
n o t be sure whether the tomb's visitors acknowledged such subt le differences. 
I t is impor tan t , though , t o underscore the sincere intent ion o f the compi le r 
o f this inscr ip t ion t o keep it in l ine w i th historical reality. 
T h e c o m m e m o r a t i o n o f the trade expedit ions to P u n t or L e b a n o n was 
a m o r e intricate matter than the theme o f g i f t giving, because in this case a 
s imul taneous exchange o f goods t o o k place. Egyp t i an texts and images, 
though , preferred n o t t o fu l l y conceal the barter but t o translate it i n t o a 
m o r e "acceptable" activity. T h e i r elegant so lu t i on was to describe the E g y p t ­
ian g o o d s o f fered to foreigners as of fer ings for the local deities. Hatshepsut s 
exped i t ion to P u n t m a d e thus a sacrificial o f fer ing to H a t h o r o f P u n t . 1 4 4 
Sennefr i traveled to L e b a n o n to o f fer gifts t o a goddess, the n a m e o f wh ich 
has n o t been preserved. 1 4 5 But we shou ld n o t exclude the poss ib i l i ty that in 
reality the members o f the Egyp t i an expedit ions arranged this profane barter 
exchange as a ritual per formance. 
S u b m i s s i o n 
T h e chiefs o f the pol i t ica l ly contro l led Syria-Palestinian cities were forced 
t o swear an oa th o f allegiance to the pharaoh and send their sons or b r o t h ­
ers t o E g y p t as a guarantee o f their loya l ty .1 4 6 I n the absence o f treaties, the 
oath const i tuted the o n l y legal b o n d between pharaoh and vassal and had to 
be renewed f r o m either side in the case o f a successor.1 4 7 T h e cond i t ions o f 
this "ora l treaty" were n o t explicit ly stated, probab ly because there were n o 
cond i t i ons whatsoever. T h e vassal was expected t o surrender fu l ly and shape 
his pol i t ical behavior according to the wi l l o f his lord. H e n c e the n o n c o n ­
tractual b o n d between the Egypt ian ruler and the provincial dignitaries on l y 
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underlined the fact o f their total submission. This rather arbitrary concep­
tion o f political relations was in sharp contrast to the highly developed forms 
o f Near Eastern foreign affairs, in which all political and material stipula­
tions o f the vassals were meticulously regulated by contract. 
Given the absence o f formal treaties, two other forms o f expressing obei­
sance came to play a quintessential role in Egypt's political relations with 
conquered regions: the prostration, this "great symbol o f total submis­
sion";148 and the bringing o f compulsory gifts for the pharaoh. The subju­
gated princes were obliged to visit Egypt on demand at regular intervals149 
in order to pay homage to the king. It is likely that this visit represented a 
formal act o f submission, in confirming the oath and renewing the uneven 
relationship, and as such it had to be performed on a yearly basis.150 T h e 
context and content o f the vassals' gifts were determined in a one-sided man­
ner. The pharaoh could demand a present without being obliged to recipro­
cate. Yet in some exceptional cases—as we learn from the Amarna archive— 
he might have done so, probably rewarding unconditional loyalty or 
demonstrating his personal favor.151 In this context of disparity, we have to 
review the entry in year 30 o f the Annals that refers to a daughter o f a Syria-
Palestinian ruler who traveled to Egypt accompanied by thirty slaves, obvi­
ously destined as a bride for the pharaoh. According to the ethos o f gift giv­
ing among independent rulers such a distinctive gift had to be reciprocated 
with an exceedingly large number o f countergifts to the father o f the bride. 
A different habit prevailed, though, in the case o f a vassal whose position 
eliminated any hope o f compensation. The coercive background o f such 
"journeys" to Egypt is unequivocally stated in a letter from the Amarna 
archive in which the Egyptian king orders his vassal, the ruler o f Ammia, to 
send his daughter and gifts to Egypt.152 
Cultivating Obedience 
T h e preponderance o f military violence in the yearly accounts o f the Annals 
offers clear testimony that the "taming o f the unruly foreigner"153 was no 
easy task for Egyptian authorities. Even the strongest military presence could 
not guarantee political stability in a region inhabited by some notoriously 
insubordinate vassals. Egyptians recognized that the most effective way to 
consolidate their rule in foreign territories was to inculcate Egyptian cultural 
values in the members o f local elites. For that purpose a considerable num­
ber o f children and members o f the nobility from the conquered cities were 
sent as hostages to Egypt. The children were brought up and educated in 
royal institutions such as the kap (royal nursery) together with the sons o f 
Egyptian nobles.154 T h e Egyptian education during the most sensitive and 
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receptive period o f their lives undoubtedly shaped the personalities o f the 
young boys.155 Some o f them would later enjoy a career in Egypt, while 
others would return to their own lands to succeed their fathers on the 
throne.156 In the latter case they were a formidable weapon o f imperial pol ­
icy, for as hereditary leaders they perpetuated the appearance o f native rule 
and at the same time as half-Egyptians they were an integral part o f Egypt's 
imperial officialdom. T h e young hostages are frequently mentioned in the 
Annals and depicted in the foreigners' processions among other precious 
items offered to the pharaoh (fig. 11.5).157 It seems that sometimes the local 
rulers brought their sons to the king on the occasion o f an official visit in 
the Egyptian royal court. T h e most unambiguous pictorial statement o f this 
cruel political measure occurs in the tomb of Menkheperreseneb, where the 
ruler o f Tunip is depicted carrying on his arm a boy (apparently his own son) 
and presenting him to the Egyptian ruler.158 
T h e Interests o f the Egyptian Nobi l i ty 
Foreigners' processions became a favorite theme in the Eighteenth Dynasty 
because the performance, and at a secondary stage the depiction, o f these 
ceremonial events were deeply anchored in the power structures o f Egyptian 
society. Their significance for the pharaoh was treated earlier. Without in­
vesting much energy he had the opportunity to present himself as a ruler o f 
"all foreign countries." T h e actual procedure o f receiving the gifts from for­
eign peoples was thus invested with a special political meaning and became 
a state occasion, a kind of^durbar, with a formal assemblage o f nobles. A t 
exactly this juncture the ceremony o f diplomatic gift giving obtained para­
mount importance for the members o f the Egyptian aristocracy. T h e 
pharaoh could distribute favors o f proximity to his officials by inviting some 
o f them to attend this event and by excluding others. The significance o f op­
erating or simply being at the side o f the king is repeatedly stressed in biog­
raphical texts o f the New Kingdom, indicating that proximity and access to 
the pharaoh were the main determinants o f social and political rank.159 T h e 
same applies to the cases in which an official was given the honorable task o f 
standing in for his lord and receiving the foreign delegations by himself. As 
testimony o f such rare privileges, the depiction o f a foreigners' procession in 
a private tomb must have constituted an impressive statement o f high status. 
Given the fact that the monuments were constructed and decorated while 
their owners were still alive, the scenes represented not a mere reflexive but 
an integral part o f this competitive struggle for social prestige. Officials who 
apparently were not fortunate enough to gain admission to these court cer­
emonies, sought to commemorate their personal experiences with foreign 
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peoples, thus adding a cosmopolitan flair to their biographies. In these ex­
ceptional cases we see the deceased leading an expedition to foreign coun­
tries ( T T 99 and T T 143) or receiving a ship with Nubian produce at the 
harbor o f Thebes ( T T 130). Here, as in the unique scene from the tomb o f 
Amenmose ( T T 42), the authentic setting subtly but powerfully evokes an 
individual achievement distinguishing the tomb owner from his social rivals. 
Beyond this sphere o f inner Egyptian social competition high officials 
who became involved in foreign affairs could have developed personal rela­
tionships with representatives from abroad. As we can deduce from later ev­
idence,160 such diplomatic visits may have lasted for several months, pro­
viding an opportunity for closer contacts, which promised advantages for 
both sides. A personal relationship between officials that existed indepen­
dent o f the royal brotherhood is clearly documented in those Amarna letters 
that were addressed not to the Egyptian king but to members o f the bu­
reaucratic elite.161 It is likely that gifts received by Egyptian officials on these 
occasions162 were actually meant as a baksheesh from a foreign chief or no­
ble to "his man" in the Egyptian court, who was supposed to promote his 
interests before the pharaoh.163 A comparable "lobby" o f Egyptian officials 
acting in the interests o f Syria-Palestinian or even Nubian dignitaries might 
have existed as early as the reign o f Thutmose III, though explicit pictorial 
or textual evidence o f gifts to persons other than the king is still lacking.164 
Economic Interests 
The material outcome o f Egypt's "imperialist" policy in the reign o f Thut ­
mose III is amply documented in the sources discussed in this chapter. Large 
amounts o f foreign products reached Egypt as gifts from independent and 
conquered countries, as annual dues from obedient vassals, as "plunder" or 
"spoil" from cities that had rebelled against the pharaoh, and finally as goods 
acquired during state-sponsored expeditions to foreign territories with rich 
natural resources. T h e only category that—due to its profane character—is 
not mentioned in royal or private sources is foreign trade, though it was un­
deniably the main channel for the circulation o f goods at an interregional 
level. The lack o f such substantial evidence prevents us from attempting to 
evaluate statistically the evidence at hand, even if the latter might be precise 
and reliable in many instances. We have to content ourselves with acknowl­
edging the extraordinary range o f foreign goods that accumulated in the 
storerooms o f state or temple institutions in Egypt proper: sheep, goats, cat­
tle, myrrh, moringa oil, wood, turquoise, precious and semiprecious stones, 
ivory tusks, silver, copper, lead and tin, chariots, weapons, metal vases, and 
furniture from Syria-Palestine; gold, minerals, cattle, exotic animals, animal 
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skins, ostr ich feathers a n d eggs, ivory tusks, logs o f ebony f r o m N u b i a , meta l 
vases, minerals , weapons , and textiles f r o m the Aegean; copper , lead, lapis 
lazul i , and w o o d f r o m C y p r u s ( o r s o m e Asiat ic regions) and lapis lazul i f r o m 
Assyr ia and Baby lon ia . 1 6 5 Unsurpr is ingly , the t w o m a j o r contr ibutors were 
Syria-Palest ine and N u b i a . A s already stressed, their deliveries t o E g y p t rep ­
resented on l y a p o r t i o n o f the enumerable g o o d s local ly raised by the E g y p t ­
ian administrative apparatus. T h e large remainder was redistributed at the d o ­
mestic level. Yet those g o o d s reaching E g y p t c o m b i n e d w i th the gifts o f the 
independent countries were so abundant as t o f o r m a k i n d o f regular i n c o m e 
for the pharaoh or the state .1 6 6 A considerable p o r t i o n o f t h e m was further 
distr ibuted wi th in a ceremonial sphere o f exchange in order t o satisfy the 
e n o r m o u s material d e m a n d s deriving f r o m the religious, pol it ical , and social 
obl igat ions o f the king. T h e lion's share was evidently donated to the temple 
o f A m u n . T h e king's generosity became a topos in royal and private inscrip­
t ions, which despite their h ighly formalized character o f fer an interesting tes­
t i m o n y for the regularity o f these dona t i ons . 1 6 7 A n o t h e r p o r t i o n was given 
as rewards t o members o f the nob i l i t y and lower o f f ic ia ls 1 6 8 o r even sent t o 
other foreign kings in the course o f d ip lomat i c gi f t exchange.1 6 9 
T h e v ic tor ious expedi t ions o f T h u t m o s e p roduced a sizable reservoir o f 
slaves, w h i c h was exp lo i ted as a cheap labor force in m a n y sectors o f the 
palace and temple e c o n o m y (large bu i ld ing programs, workshops , agricul ­
tural p r o d u c t i o n ) . Slaves were sent t o E g y p t n o t on l y as spoi ls o f war bu t 
also as gi f ts or the fu l f i l lment o f yearly st ipulat ions. I n the fragmentari ly pre ­
served passages o f the A n n a l s a round 7,300 prisoners or slaves are m e n ­
t i o n e d . 1 7 0 T h e first campa ign o f T h u t m o s e returned h o m e carrying a r o u n d 
2,500 captives f r o m cities in the region o f M e g i d d o , inc lud ing members 
o f the loca l aristocracy, slaves, a n d deserters.1 7 1 A l t h o u g h the numbers 
recorded in the sources o f this pe r i od are n o t h igh enough as t o indicate mass 
depor ta t ions o f conquered popu la t ions , they clearly demonstrate the eco ­
n o m i c significance o f foreign laborers for the E g y p t i a n economy. I t seems 
l ikely that a considerable, t hough n o t essential, par t o f E g y p t i a n wealth d u r ­
ing T h u t m o s e Il l 's reign was f o u n d e d o n the exp lo i ta t ion o f forced labor. 
Slaves were also given b y the k ing as rewards to off icials w h o fo l lowed h i m 
in the campa igns . 1 7 2 Ye t the m a j o r beneficiary was again the temple o f 
A m u n . T h e A n n a l s record in an unfor tunate ly fragmentari ly preserved pas ­
sage 1,588 " K h a r i a n s " (Syr ians) assigned t o the temple by the k ing and p r o ­
vide supplementary evidence for their e m p l o y m e n t as weavers and cultivators 
o f the temple's estates.1 7 3 
Finally, the references to foreign qua l i fy ing personnel are sporadic. W o r t h 
men t i on ing is the f requency o f the occurrence o f Syria-Palest inian names 
a m o n g the workers in the royal dockyard o f Prw-nfr, where interestingly the 
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A s i a t i c g o d s B a a l a n d A s t a r t e w e r e w o r s h i p e d . 1 7 4 I t is , h o w e v e r , n o t c l e a r 
w h e t h e r t h i s s t r o n g f o r e i g n p r e s e n c e i n d i c a t e s t h a t E g y p t i a n s a p p r e c i a t e d 
a n d r e l i e d o n S y r i a - P a l e s t i n i a n s ' t e c h n i c a l k n o w - h o w i n s h i p p i n g . 1 7 5 
A s s i m i l a t i o n 
T h e f o r e i g n e r s f r o m c o n q u e r e d r e g i o n s w h o s e t t l e d i n E g y p t w e r e b y d e f i ­
n i t i o n s l a v e s . T h e y m i g h t h a v e b e e n r e g i s t e r e d a n d a s s i g n e d p r o f e s s i o n s b y 
E g y p t i a n b u r e a u c r a t i c i n s t i t u t i o n s , y e t t h e y r e m a i n e d s o c i a l l y r o o t l e s s a n d 
c o u l d s e l d o m e s c a p e t h e f a t e o f a h u m b l e l i f e . N o r m a l l y t h e y w e r e e m p l o y e d 
as f a r m e r s a n d l a b o r e r s . A t t h i s l o w e s t s o c i a l l e v e l t h e p a c e o f t h e i r a s s i m i ­
l a t i o n w a s v e r y s l o w , s i n c e a d a p t a t i o n t o a n E g y p t i a n w a y o f l i f e w a s n o t r e ­
g a r d e d as e s s e n t i a l o n e i t h e r s i d e ( t h e f o r e i g n e r s o r t h e i r e m p l o y e r s ) . 
D e s p i t e t h e e x t r e m e l y c o n s t r a i n e d s o c i a l m o b i l i t y o f s l aves , t h e r e a re r e f ­
e r e n c e s t o i n d i v i d u a l s w h o w e r e a b s o r b e d b y E g y p t i a n s o c i e t a l s t r u c t u r e s a n d 
g r a d u a l l y r o s e t o p o s i t i o n s o f d i s t i n c t i o n . T h e s e e x c e p t i o n a l cases w e r e 
c l e a r l y a m a t t e r o f p e r s o n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s r a t h e r t h a n s o c i a l d y n a m i c s . S i n c e 
s l a v e s t a t u s p r o v i d e d n o o p p o r t u n i t y f o r s o c i a l p r o m o t i o n , i t is v e r y l i k e l y i t 
w a s p o s s i b l e o n l y b y m e a n s o f m a n i p u l a t i o n f r o m a b o v e , i n o t h e r w o r d s , b y 
a s u f f i c i e n t l y s t r o n g m a s t e r w h o r e w a r d e d a l o y a l s l a v e w i t h a b e t t e r l i f e . W e 
k n o w a t l e a s t t w o f o r e i g n e r s f r o m t h e r e i g n o f H a t h s e p s u t w h o w e r e g i v e n 
p r o m i n e n t p o s i t i o n s , t h e H u r r i a n e n g i n e e r B e n y a a n d t h e t r e a s u r e r N e h e s y , 
w h o w a s p o s s i b l y o f N u b i a n o r i g i n . 1 7 6 O n e o f t h e m o s t n o t a b l e i n d i v i d u a l 
ca reer s i n T h u t m o s e I l l ' s r e i g n is t h a t o f P a s - B a ' a l , a p r i s o n e r o f t h e A s i a t i c 
c a m p a i g n s o f T h u t m o s e , w h o b e c a m e c h i e f a r c h i t e c t i n t h e t e m p l e o f A m u n , 
a n o f f i c e h i s d e s c e n d a n t s h e l d f o r a t l e a s t s i x g e n e r a t i o n s . 1 7 7 T h e p r e r o g a t i v e 
f o r s u c h s o c i a l c l i m b i n g w a s t o t o t a l l y a d o p t E g y p t i a n c u l t u r a l v a l u e s . 1 7 8 T h e 
e n o r m o u s s i g n i f i c a n c e o f s u c c e s s f u l a s s i m i l a t i o n b e c o m e s a p p a r e n t w h e n 
o n e r e a l i z e s t h a t E g y p t i a n s o c i a l i d e n t i t y w a s n o t p h y s i c a l l y p r e d e s t i n e d b u t 
c u l t u r a l l y a c h i e v e d . 1 7 9 T h e " t i g h t " c h a r a c t e r o f E g y p t i a n s o c i e t y w a s n o t 
b a s e d o n a s e n s e o f e t h n i c h o m o g e n e i t y i n t e r m s o f b l o o d , c o l o r , o r p h y s ­
i o g n o m y b u t p r i m a r i l y o n t h e e m b e d d e d n e s s o f a n i n d i v i d u a l i n h i s s o c i a l 
g r o u p a n d h i s w i l l i n g n e s s t o a c c e p t a n d c u l t i v a t e c o n n e c t i v e b o n d s i n e v e r y 
s o c i a l c o n t e x t . 1 8 0 E g y p t i a n s a p p a r e n t l y d i d n o t d i f f e r e n t i a t e b e t w e e n a 
" s t r a n g e r " a n d a " f o r e i g n e r , " b e c a u s e b o t h w e r e r e g a r d e d i n a s e n s e a s n o n -
E g y p t i a n . T h e s o c i a l a c c e p t a n c e o f a p e r s o n w a s d e f i n e d b y h i s p o s i t i o n 
w i t h i n a d e n s e n e t w o r k o f m u t u a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s a n d h i s a d a p t a t i o n t o t h e 
" E g y p t i a n w a y o f l i f e . " T h e l a t t e r m e a n t , o f c o u r s e , t h e l i v i n g s t a n d a r d s o f 
t h e E g y p t i a n e l i t e , a savoir vivre e m b r a c i n g a d i s t i n c t e t h o s as w e l l as a c u l t i ­
v a t e d a t t i t u d e a n d a p p e a r a n c e . 1 8 1 G i v e n t h e f a c t t h a t t h e E g y p t i a n l o w e r 
c l a s s es w e r e c a r i c a t u r e d i n t h e s a m e w a y as f o r e i g n e r s w e m a y i m a g i n e t h a t 
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they appeared to the elite no less "alien" than a man from Syria-Palestine or 
Nubia. 
Finally, it is perhaps worthwhile to cast a glance at a papyrus in the Lou ­
vre that in a few lines contains the most vivid account o f a slave's life in Egypt. 
T h e Nubian Amen-iywy was captured by the royal barber Si-Bastet during a 
military campaign, served him as a slave, married his niece, and was liberated 
in the twenty-seventh year o f Thutmose Ill's reign.182 T h e secret o f Ameniu's 
"happy ending" lies in the name o f the bride: Ta-Kemnet, "the blind one." 
T h e Appeal o f the Exotic 
Egypt's encounter with foreign peoples, ideas, beliefs, natural products, and 
artifacts generated a cultural awareness that went beyond the cruel matters 
o f political dominance and economic exploitation. The apparent interest o f 
Egyptians in exotica was repeatedly manifested in textual and pictorial evi­
dence. T h e meaning o f the term bjst (marvels), used in naming the products 
dispatched by the Punt expeditions, is suggestive for the impact they had on 
the Egyptian population. One should expect to find the same word applied 
to the exotic products o f other foreign countries, yet in these cases political 
necessities imposed the use o f a different formulaic expression. In the tomb 
scenes the artists are keen to represent those cultural peculiarities or items 
that were alien to the Egyptian audience. The most noteworthy examples are 
exotic animals, including giraffes, leopards, bears, and an elephant, which are 
vividly depicted in the tombs o f Rekhmire ( T T 100), Ineni ( T T 81), and 
Iamnedjeh ( T T 84). Sometimes the identification o f exotic animal species 
clearly exceeded the zoological knowledge of Egyptian bureaucrats, who clas­
sified them as "unknown" or mentioned them in descriptive terms. In year 
33 o f the Annals a land, the name o f which has not been preserved, sent "two 
unknown birds" and "four birds which give birth daily."183 T h e latter entry 
represents the earliest reference to the chicken in the Mediterranean area. 
Royal and private inscriptions stress the pharaoh's own experiences with 
wild creatures abroad.184 In year 33, on the homeward march after the defeat 
o f Mitanni, the king hunted 120 elephants in Niya.185 During a Nubian ex­
pedition he captured a rhinoceros, a great rarity in Egyptian records.186 Over 
and above these "deeds," which were dictated by an ancestral doctrine o f 
Egyptian kingship, Thutmose showed an unexpected scientific interest in ex­
otic fauna. During his campaign into Lebanon in year 25 the king collected 
"all rare plants and beautiful flowers" in order to donate them to the temple 
o f Amun at Karnak. Equally exceptional was the fact that this array o f plants 
not epidemic in Egypt was commemorated with botanical meticulousness in 
the reliefs (the so-called Botanical Garden o f Thutmose III) decorating small 
Foreigners in Egypt 405 
rooms at the back o f the Festival Hall at Karnak.187 About twenty years ear­
lier Hatshepsut had created her own "botanical garden," transplanting in­
cense trees from Punt in front o f her mortuary temple at Deir el Bahari. It 
is not quite clear whether her purpose was only to adorn the temple with a 
Puntite "theme park." It cannot be excluded that the queen sought to culti­
vate the exotic trees in Egypt, thus ensuring an effortless acquisition o f their 
valuable aromatic gum.188 
Ideas, morals, and beliefs moved more freely and uncontrollably than 
their bearer and penetrated different levels and contexts o f Egyptian society. 
Their influence is traceable but not profound enough to change Egyptian 
cultural perceptions. Foreign gods appeared in the Egyptian pantheon, and 
foreign words made their way into the Egyptian—spoken and written—lan­
guage, yet in both cases the time o f this adoption cannot be dated with cer­
tainty.189 A t the level o f iconography we acknowledge some glimpses o f for­
eign influence. Aegean textiles, certainly one o f the major export goods o f 
this region, were highly appreciated by Egyptians, as one can deduce from 
the ceiling decoration o f some private tombs, which clearly imitates the elab­
orate patterns o f Aegean dresses or tapestry.190 Finally, some workshop 
scenes inTheban tombs document the manufacturing o f "Syrian" vases, thus 
supplying a further, indirect, testimony of foreign influence.191 
EPILOGUE 
The surprisingly faithful information provided by the Annals and the The -
ban tomb paintings enables a multileveled approach to the presence o f for­
eigners in Egypt, casting light on the political, ideological, social, and 
economic dimensions o f this phenomenon. T h e "historicity" o f either source 
becomes a very interesting fact in itself when one seeks to explain what might 
have stimulated it. It is unlikely that real events reached the surface o f pic­
torial and written evidence because o f a sudden "historical awareness" o f 
Egyptian artists and authors or their commissioners. The most plausible ex­
planation is that in the heyday o f Egyptian hegemony in the Levant and N u ­
bia historical facts began to confirm ancestral dogmas o f Egyptian domi­
nance over foreign peoples. The favorable political situation thus made a 
reality o f a "pattern" that, due to its reassuring potency, had not to be ob­
scured but demonstrated. As a consequence, images and texts gradually be­
came more transparent, even though some unpalatable truths o f equality 
were still carefully translated into more "adequate" language for the Egypt­
ian audience. 
In a similar way, historical circumstances left their traces on the Egypt­
ian attitude toward peoples from abroad. The everyday encounter with the 
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obedient foreign slave who devotedly served his Egyptian master undermined 
the validity of a traditional ideology that regarded foreigners as demonic 
creatures. Though socially inferior, Nubians and Asiatics were accepted as 
human beings and given the opportunity to adapt to the Egyptian way of 
life. That Egyptians began to appreciate not only foreign individuals but also 
foreign cultures becomes evident through their awareness of "exotic" goods 
and habits. The physiognomy, coiffure, dress, animals, plants, and artifacts 
of people from distant regions became the object of a "scientific" interest, 
revealing an Egyptian intention not to avoid but to come in closer acquain­
tance with other cultures. About a century later the slow transition to a new 
behavioral pattern culminated in Akhenaten's "Song to Aton," which con­
tains an astonishingly open-minded view of foreign lands and peoples.192 
There can be little doubt that the decisive steps in this intellectual process 
were made in the reign of Thutmose III, who lived and acted "abroad" longer 
than any other Egyptian king. 
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